Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

11-29-1909

Evangelical Visitor- November 29, 1909. Vol. XXIII. No. 24.
George Detwiler

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/496
Recommended Citation
Detwiler, George, "Evangelical Visitor- November 29, 1909. Vol. XXIII. No. 24." (1909). Evangelical Visitor
(1887-1999). 496.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/496

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

(fiwangdical $t8ttflt\
.

*

_

The Earth Shall Be Full of the Knowledge of the Lord as the Waters Cover the Sea.-—Isa. xi. 9-

"Some trust in chariots and some in horses; but we will remember the name of the Lord our God."-—P:=a.
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formidable than you feared. An old
farmer plowed around a rock in one
of his fields for many years, and had
grown actually morbid over it, for he
had broken a cultivator and two
plows over it, besides losing a lot of
valuable land in its vicinity. One dayhe made up his mind that he would
dig it out and have done with it. And
lo, when he put his crowbar under it
he found that it was less than a foot
thick and he could loosen it with a
trifling effort and lift it bodily into
his farm wagon to cart away. He
smiled to think how all these years
it had haunted him. So shall we one
day look back upon our trials and
upon our anxious cares and find how
needless many of them were, so unreal, and yet so distressing that we
can say like the old lady when she
was reviewing her past life, "I've had
so many trials, especially those that
never came."—Selected.
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B r o o d i n g Over Trouble.

Brooding over troubles has hatched
out many an evil.
The more we study and morbidly
brood over them the bigger they get.
Look away from them to God. It was
only when Peter got his eyes off Jesus
on the waves that he got frightened.
Many people look.so long at their
sorrows that they are unfitted for life.
When the trouble comes take it at
once to Jesus and lay it on His mighty
shoulders, -and instead of looking at
it any more, look at Him, and the
burden will become a song.
As. A. B. Simpson says:
"Don't run away from them. Don't
magnify them. The more you brood
over them the bigger they get. Do
not take them with you, spoiling your
digestion by feeding upon them all
day, and making everybody unhappy
by throwing their shadows on everyone you meet. But with a resolute,
courageous and trustful spirit take
them to God in prayer and then go
forth to meet and vanquish them, and
you will find that they are much less

The Unpardonable Sin.

An individual who thought he had
been guilty of this sin interviewed a
minister, who said to him, "You believe yourself guilty of the unpardonable sin?" "I am sure of it," was the
reply. "In what did the sin consist?"
"I opposed the work of God." "So
did Saul." "I denied Jesus Christ."
'So did Peter." 'I doubted the power
of Jesus Christ, after strong evidence
in its favor." "So did Thomas."
"What! are you endeavoring to prove
by such examples that I am a Christian?" 'Not at all. I am only inquiring into the nature of your guilt,
and thus far I see no reason for despair." "I have hated God," rejoined
the self-condemned man, "and have
openly avowed my enmity in the sight
of his divine operations." "Thus far
your case is sad indeed, but yet not
hopeless. Our hearts are naturally at
enmity with God and I do not see why
the open avowal of this, drawn out by
the sight of the law into visible form,
must necessarily and always constitute
the guilt of which you accuse yourself." "But I feel that I am cut off
from salvation." "It is difficult to
reason against your feelings, but they
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are no proof on the present subject.
Do you desire the pardon of your
sins ?" "Yes, indeed, if such . were
possible." "Do you sincerely regret
the conduct of which you accuse yourself ?" . "Yes, I surely do." "Do you
desire to repent?" "I would give the
world if it were mine to do so."
"Then it is not possible that you have
been guilty to an unpardonable extent, and you may repent, which is
sincerely to turn from it all unto God;
for from what you have said, you
show the characteristics of a state of
mind that is faithless, but far from
being hopeless. You certainly come
within the gospel invitation." This
man got salvation and proved throughout the remainder of his life and in
his dying hours that he was a true
child of God.—Selected.
It will be noticed that the Foreign
Mission fund report reveals the fact
that there is seemingly a dearth of offerings at the present time. Is everybody waiting for the return and report of the visiting bishop ? At the
Laymen's Convention in this city the
different churches pledged themselves
to increase their foreign mission offerings by from fifty to one hundred
per cent. Shall we not also show increased interest by increased offerings? We cannot recede. We must
go forward.
E D I T O R I A L NOTES.

Our readers will no doubt all rejoice with the workers at the Chicago
Mission for the generous response
which came in answer to the appeal
for funds to supply the plant for heating the building. It is interesting to
notice from where the help came.
May all be to the glory of God!
Bro. A. C. Higgins, of Hampden
Corner, Maine, formerly of Des
Moines, Iowa, writes us of interestingmeetings held where souls came out
for salvation, and others for the fulness in Christ. He expects to leave
that State in the near future and locate elsewhere and desires the earnest
prayers of the saints in his behalf.
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EDITORIAL.
The Cross and the Holy Spirit.
[The following article, under the
above title, is a chapter from the book
" T h e Cross of Calvary," by Mrs.
Penn-Lewis. W e have read it with
much interest, and, we hope, profit.
In a recent discourse before our H a r risburg class we were led to say that
it is more and more our ambition to
preach Christ, that we are persuaded
if Christ is accepted fully in all that
it means the need of making rules of
conduct for believers will largely vanish. ' T h e power of the new indwelling Christ-life will crowd out the
things that are out of harmony with
the principles of that life. T h e dead
leaves remaining on the trees during
the W i n t e r and which the Winter
.winds cannot dislodge, will, when the
new Spring-time life forces become
active, drop off. So as the believer is
brought into real realization what the
lessons of the Cross of Calvary a r e —
that "The Cross leads to the Spirit
and the Spirit back again to the
Cross"—he will be able to enter into
that "closer walk with God" which he
so much desires. Read the article
through and let it give you new visions of the fulness provided in Christ
for us.]
" H e shewed unto them His hands
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and His side; H e breathed on
them and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." (John
20:20, 22.)

'"Christ ledeemed us from the
curse. . . .having become a curse
for u s . . . .that zvc might receive
the promise of the Spirit." (Gal.
3:13, 14-)
These words of the apostle Paul, in
his letter to the Galatians, show that
the gift of the Holy Ghost is based
upon the work of Christ on the Cross
of Calvary.
T h e office of the H o l y Spirit was
foreshewn by the Lord Jesus in H i s
farewell message to His disciples, on
the eve of His Cross and passion.
T h e Spirit of truth, W h o proceeded
from the F a t h e r (John 15:26) would
be sent by the Son to each of His redeemed ones, for the special purpose
of teaching them the things of God
( J o h n 14:26) reminding them of the
words of Christ; always and only
bearing witness of Christ; guiding
each soul into all of the t r u t h ; not
speaking of Himself, but communicating the mind of the F a t h e r (John
16:13, 14) and of the S"on, to those
of whom H e had c h a r g e ; unveiling to
them the eternal purpose of G o d ; and
glorifying Christ in all H i s redeemed ; taking of all His fulness, and declaring it unto them.It was in the upper room in Jerusalem, on His resurrection day, that
Jesus Himself came and stood in the
midst of His disciples; shewing them
His hands and His side, with the
marks of His Cross upon them, "He
breathed on them,
and saith
unto
them, Receive ye the Holy
Ghost"
( J o h n 20:19, 2 2 ) . Again after the
Ascension, being "by the right hand
of God exalted," H e received of the
F a t h e r the promise of the Holy Spirit,
and poured H i m forth upon that waiting group on earth, who had "with,
one accord" continued steadfastly in
prayer, waiting for the "promise of
the Father," which the Lord had said
should come to them, to equip them
for the work in co-operation with the
Spirit, of witnessing to the death and
resurrection of the Christ of God.
H o w the Spirit of God taught the
disciples, and illuminated to them the
words of Christ; how H e guided them
into truth wholly foreign to their preconceived ideas and environment; how
H e bore witness to the Christ, and
communicated the will of F a t h e r and
Son to the redeemed on e a r t h ; how
H e glorified the Christ, and took of
His fulness and declared it unto them
—the book of the Acts of the Apostles
sets forth.

[November 29, 1909.
T h r o u g h the apostle Paul, thus
taught by Him, we learn that His
dwelling in and possessing every soul
is on the ground of Calvary alone.
"Christ redeemed us," he writes, "that
we might receive the
Spirit.
The
word "redeemed" takes us back to
Calvary, where we were redeemed
"with precious blood, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot,
even the blood of Christ" ( I . Peter
1 : i 9 ) . Not only so, but the Christ becomes a curse for us, that we might
receive the Spirit! H e redeemed us
"having become accursed for our
sakes (for it is written, "Cursed is
every on that hangeth on a tree,") to
the end
that through faith we
might receive the promise of the
Spirit."
T h e twofold message of Calvary is
thus clearly linked with the gift of the
Holy Ghost, for if Christ became a
curse for us then we are the accursed
ones on whose behalf He h u n g upon
the t r e e ; and as our Representative
H e carried us to the tree with Him.
T h a t the curse of the Cross is associated with the promise of the
Spirit, is also deeply suggestive of
the conditions upon which H e can
freely work in us.
F o r it is only
when we realize in very truth that we
are "accursed" in all that we are in
ourselves, that we gladly accept the
message of Calvary that we are crucified with H i m who died on our behalf, and make room for the full indwelling and outworking of the Holy
Ghost.
. . "The Cross leads to the Spirit, and
the Spirit back again to the Cross"—
Murray. T h r o u g h the death of Christ
alone, can the soul receive the Spirit,
and only by the Holy Spirit, thus received, can the believer be virtually
united with the death of Christ so as
to know with assurance the indwelling
of the Risen Lord, and be able to
say with truth, " I have been crucified
with Christ." "Christ liveth in m e ! "
Yet again it is true, that only through
a still deeper fellozvship with Christ in
His Cross, can we know the Holy
Ghost in fulness and power.
Paul's words to the Galatians illustrates this also, for he appeals to his
preaching of Calvary, as the ground
of the Holy Spirit's work in them,
and yet it is evident that, although
they had manifestly
received the
Spirit, they needed a clearer knowledge of the Cross ; for if they had seen
their death with Christ as acutely as
Paul had done, they would not have
been disposed to return to the old
plane of self-effort. T h e Galatians
had not fully realized the curse of the
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law, and so they had not come to an
end of all self-reliance. They had begun "in the Spirit," but did not know
how to live "in the Spirit," on that
very ground of faith in t h e crucified
Son of God, which had brought H i m
into their lives in the beginning.
Paul's words to the Galatian belivers come with renewed emphasis
to-day, for many of the children of
God also need a clearer vision of the
Cross of Calvary in relation to the
Holy Spirit's working in the soul: for
the Holy Spirit works alone upon the
basis of Calvary, and the extent of the
apprehension of all that the death of
Christ meant for those H e redeemed,
is the extent of His possession by the
individual believer.
The Cross leads to the
Spirit!
T h r o u g h the atoning work of Christ
every yielded heart may ; receive the
Holy Ghost, and in response to the
surrender of the recipient does H e
take possession," cleansing
(the)
heart by faith (Acts 15:9).
The Spirit leads to the Cross! This
is clearly outlined in the life of the
L o r d Christ. T h e heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit came upon
H i m at His baptism in Jordan, when
(typically) H e entered the waters of
death, and chose to be identified with
sinners; but this was not the real Calvary. I t was "Through
the Eternal
Spirit" W h o came upon Him at Jordan, that Pie steadfastly set His face
to g o to Jerusalem, and was enabled
to drink the actual cup of death at
Calvary. After the Cross, by the
Spirit of God H e was quickened, and
raised from the dead, to receive at the
right hand of the Father, the anointing above His fellows.
It is even thus with all who will
follow His steps. T h r o u g h surrender
to God, and the acceptance of the
Cross—typified by Jordan—the Holy
Spirit gains possession of the citadel
of the heart, and then H e seeks to
lead the believer into the real fellowship of the Cross, working in steady
progression from within to without;
from center to circumference, dealing
with new departments of the life; unveiling' new needs, and revealing the
Cross in aspect after aspect as the
answer to those needs, by applying
the death of Christ as the severing
power from the old life, and ministering the life of the risen Christ for
the building up of the new creation.
T h e believer may be said to be
"filled" with the Spirit when he first
' receives the Spirit, but he is filled
only to the extent of his capacity at
the time. T h e capacity may be small,
but it will remain small unless he ap-
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prehends that the Spirit leads to the
Cross that the capacity may be deepened, and a greater Fulness of the
Holy Ghost be truly known.
F r o m faith to faith the Holy Spirit
leads the trusting one, as he co-operates with H i m by a glad and ready
"yes" to all His dealings, until, at the
appearing of the Lord from heaven,
the body of humiliation itself is transformed, and made like unto His glorious body; or should physical death
be the will of God for the redeemed
one, the Holy Spirit ministers such
abundant life in Christ, that he does
not "see death," but only falls asleep,
to be "forever with the Lord." Mortality is now "szt'allozi'ed up of life."
" N o w H e that wrought us for this
very thing is God, who gave unto us
the earnest of the Spirit" ( I I . Cor.
5 : 45)F I L L E D W I T H T H E F U L L N E S S OF GOD.

" H e would grant you strength by
the entrance of His spirit into
your inner man, that Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith
. . . . and to know the love of
Christ . ". . . that you may be
filled therewith even to the measure of the fullness of God."
( E p h . 13:17-20, C. H ) .
These words sum up in brief the
purpose of the Holy Spirit in the believer. Paul prays for the Ephesians
that they may be "strengthened
with
power"
t h r o u g h the Spirit,
"that
Christ may dwell" in their hearts by
faith. T h e Eternal Spirit of the
F a t h e r takes possession of the redeemed one, for the express purpose
of revealing the indwelling of the
Son. Pie strengthens the believer for
the fulfilment of the conditions necessary for the Christ to be fully formed
within—the conditions we have already seen as explained in Paul's
words to the Galatians, " I have been
crucified with Christ—Christ liveth in
me."
Faith on the part of the redeemed
one is again mentioned here. F a i t h
is non-existent apart from its object.
Faith is simply reliance upon the
word of God, with the character of
God at the back of His w o r d ! " F a i t h
cometh by hearing/' and is awakened
in the receptive heart by the Spirit of
God Himself as Pie speaks-the word
of God to the soul. "You were made
partakers of His resurrection
through
the faith zurought in you by God, who
raised H i m , " wrote Paul to the Colossians. (Col. 2:12. C. H ) .
W e are therefore cast upon the
Holy Spirit to supply to us all our
need, even the very faith by which we

are to co-operate with Him, and appropriate all that the L o r d Christ has
wrought for us in His death on the
Cross.
Unbelief is described by the Lord
as sin when more often it is bewailed
as an "infirmity" which must be
borne as an affliction by the poor soul
under its power. But we must deal
with unbelief as sin; confess it to God
as sin; renounce it as sin; and expect
deliverance from it t h r o u g h the death
of Christ, as much as from anyknown sin.
Let us look once more to Calvary.
W e are crucified with Christ, therefore let us count on H i m as the living
One, to- give us the "spirit of faith,"
and then ceasing from our own works
in struggling to "believe," let us rest
—lie down, so to speak—upon H i s
word, and we shall be given a childlike trustful confidence in Him, and
be taught to live in the faith of the
Son of God, as H e lived by the
Father.
As the Christ is thus revealed within, the Spirit of God leads on the
believer, and he is made "strong to
apprehend"
with all saints,
the
breadth, length, height, and depth of
the love of Christ. T h e supreme
manifestation of that love as manifested in His death on Calvary.
"Strong
to apprehend!"
Divine
strength is needed, for the apprehending comes only by the sharing of His
sufferings.
T h e apprehending of
another's sorrows with the
mind
alone, does not create the fellowship
that is engendered by walking the
same path. "Ye shall indeed
drink
of My cup," said the Master to His
disciples.
But to be "strong to apprehend"
something of the love that led the
Christ to Calvary is not all. " T h a t
ye may be filled therewith,"
writes
the Apostle. And to what extent,
P a u l ? "Even to the measure of the
fulness of God!"
But this is beyond our power to
grasp, O mighty Apostle of the Cross.
Yes, but " H e is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask," or
e^en "think," for the conception of
the mind has no place h e r e ! "According to the power that worketh in us"
( E p h . 3 :2o), we can be filled with the
love of Christ—filled, and filled, and
filled unto all the Fulness of God.
" T h e waters were risen, waters to
swim in!" (Ezek. 4 7 : 5 ) .
*

*

*

*

*

*

" O h that I knew this blessed life,"
may be the cry in the heart of some
(Continued on page 10.)
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Addresses of Missionaries.

Africa.
H . P. Steigerwald, Grace Steigerwald,
Mary Heisey, Jesse and Dorcia Wenger,
Matoppo Mission, Bulawayo, South Africa.
H. Frances Davidson, Adda G. Engle,
Myron Taylor, Choma, N. W . Rhodesia,
South Africa.
Harvey J. and Emma Prey, Elizabeth
Engle, Mtshabezi Mission; Levi and Sallie
Doner, Mapane Mission, Gwanda, Rhodesia, South Africa.
The following are not under the F. • M.
B.:
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Moderfontein P. O. (Intokozo Training School),
via Zurfontein, Transvaal, South Africa.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, Box 116,
Fordsburg, Transvaal, South Africa.
India.
A. L , Mrs. A. L. and Ezra Musser, Maggie Landis, No. 6 Sudder Bazaar, Dilkushi, Lucknow, India.
The following are not under the F. M. B . :
D. W. and Mrs. D. W. Zook, Sripat,
Purunia, Bankura district, Bengal, India.
J. H . and Anna Sparrow, Raghunathpur P. O., Manbhoom district, India.
Elmina Hoffman, Kedgaon, Poona Dist.,
Ramabai Home, India.
Mrs. Fannie Fuller, Gowalia, Tank Road,
Bombay, India.
Central
America.
Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Cassel, San Marcos,
Guatemala, C. A.
Our City Missions.
Philadelphia, 3423 N. Second street, in
charge of Bro. Henry B., and Sr. Lydia
Buikholder.
Buffalo, N. Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother George Whisler and Sister Effie Whisler.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead St. In
charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Bro. B. L.
Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, 1226 W. n t h
street. In charge of Eld. J. R. and Sister
Anna Zook.
Toronto, Ont., Mission in charge of
Webster and Martha Burtch, 740 Lansdowne ave.
Jabbok Orphanage, Thomas, Okla., in
charge of A. L. and Anna Eisenhower.
F r o m U p l a n d , Cal.
We again greet all the readers of the
VISITOR in Jesus' name. W e feel to say
with Isa. 12:5, "Sing unto the L o r d ; for
he hath done excellent things for us for
which we praise him."
As was announced in a previous report of
the enlarging of our church building, the
work is now about completed and is very
satisfactory to all. God surely has blessed
the effort, and without a dissenting voice
the work of building progressed rapidly.
Our regular services were continued in the
old part while the work was going on.
No doubt we will now have plenty of room
for some time to come, although during
our lovefeast, which was last Saturday and
Sunday, the room was well occupied. It
had been announced that previously a special offering would be taken last Sunday in
our Sunday-school for the expense that occurred in remodeling our church building.
Our hearts with one accord went up to
God in praise to Him when we heard the
result which amounted to $504.00. This, to
what we already have, will about pay for
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our building, which is about $1,500.00.
Praise God.
W e were glad to have so many of our
dear brethren and sisters with us from the
Eastern States.
Their testimonies and
presence was a power for good, and our
hearts were made to rejoice together.
Conviction is upon the people. Some have
manifested their desire by rising to their
feet. Others we must believe are seriously
counting the cost. May all be willing to
take the way with God is our prayer.
K A T I E BURKHOLDER,

Cor.
PHILADELPHIA

MISSION.—Dear

readers

of the VISITOR. It is my pleasure to write
you a few lines concerning our love feast
at the Mission, which commenced November 13th at 5 p. m. There was a fair
attendance, and we had the pleasure of
having with us Eld. M. H. Oberholser
from Franklin county, and Bro. S. R.
Smith, of Harrisburg, and Bro. S. E.
Brehm of Hummelstown, and Bro. and
Sister A. Martin of Elizabethtown, and a
number from Souderton and Gratersford
with others. Others were prevented from
attending because of other meetings occurring at. the same time. . W e were glad for
the refreshing time we h a d ; the Spirit
being present, made it a blessed waiting.
The word was preached with power, and
the blessed testimonies given were very
interesting. All seemingly were encouraged and the season will not' soon be forgotten. May it be manifested in the' days
to come, that good has been done here in
bringing about a more perfect unity, and
a closer binding together in love. Some
who had not attended were present and
have been coming since. So we pray that
the work may prosper at this place. W e
need your prayers.
Yours, in love, till Jesus comes,
H E N R Y B. BURKHOLDER AND W I F E .

3423 N. Second

street.

t November 29, 1909.
to 8, and this means us to-day, and well for
us, if we take heed to the admonition.
There is no standing still, either we go forward or we go back. It is so very important for us older ones that we step out in
all the light th&t God lets shine upon our
pathway, of being filled with the Spirit, so
that our young members, even the lambs
of the flock, will realize that we are really
walking with God. Oh the influence that
goes out from a holy life means so much.
It is not the .many words, not the polished
prayer, neither an eloquent sermon, but it's
the power of the Holy Spirit. Would to
God that there were more of it in all of
our lives. Ais the hymn says, "More love
to Thee, oh Christ, more love to Thee." As
we have more love to Christ we also have
more love for another, and, as one member
suffers, all suffer.
I am glad to say that all our children
whom I have met thus far are enjoying
good health
excepting
our
youngest
daughter, and she is improving. On questioning her about her spiritual condition I
found that this visitation of providence has
been the means of bringing her closer to
God. Oliver has been improving in health
as also in education. Is also more easily
conquered when it becomes necessary to
cross his wishes. I have not been to the
Mission yet, but hope to go shortly. Our
youngest son has gone to Texas, for the
Winter at least. As for myself, if God designs for me to go then my way will open,
and those of the children who now do not
encourage me will change their mind, or
rather, the Lord will remove every last obstacle. As for myself, the d e a r Lord has
been helping me to die o u t to many things
during this past Summer. The hardest is
to die out to even the opinion of others
and. to lose out reputation. Oh this was
a hard school to pass through, but this
morning I praise God for it all. I plead in
earnest for the prayers of the saints for us
as a family.
Your sister,
MARY J. LONG.

F r o m Sister L o n g .
4162 Leidy
Dear saints, since my last writing for the
paper God truly has been very good to me.
I dreaded to make the trip eastward without being accompanied by my husband, but
can say to the praise of God my trip was
one of the best in my life.' I took my Bible
and a few other interesting religious books,
and I will never forget how the dear Savior
would, in my mind's eye, appear before me
sometimes on the train and more especially
so while waiting in the Buffalo depot. I
cannot tell how very small and humble it
makes me feel yet when I think of it. W e
often see it so that the things we dread
most come out far better than what we expect.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
Oh how thankful we should be that we
have a God to worship who is not far off
and whose ear is not heavy that he cannot
hear. Oh, praise His dear name. My
heart swells up in praise to Him who has
opened the way for us all in giving His
own dear Son who died on the cross, shed
His blood for us all. It's been quite a help
to me in times of sadness and sorrow
(something that comes into every one's life
more or less) to fix my mind on the Savior
as H e was nailed to the cross for us all.
Yesterday I was reading I. Thess., chapter 4, where the apostle admonishes the
brethren how they ought to live, verses 3

Ave.,

Philadelphia,

Pa.

A Trip N o r t h .
(Continued.)
Having crossed the border between the
two tribes, let us see what sort of people
we now have to deal with. Unlike the
tribe we have just left, to which our carriers belong, who are a quiet, peaceable
people as far as quietness and peace go
among heathen. They have been conquered in years past and become a prey to the
Metebill and other hostile tribes. Most of
their cattle, sheep and goats, with many
women and children, were taken by these
raiders. T h e women and children were
made slaves. T h e tribe where we are now
entering is' known by most people as a
savage race; one that is low down in the
scale of humanity and known for the low
lives they live. They are spoken of as
such by other tribes; one may judge by this
how low they are, for when one heathen
tribe that is not living up to any standard
of morality accuses another of being low
and debased, one must conclude
that
there is some truth in it. They are a brave
people, forward and bold, fearing little or
nothing. Some among them have guns, but
the main weapon is the spear. These
spears are shaped much like the arrow
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head found among the American Indians,
but much longer and made of iron. These
are stuck in the end of a light pole about
six or eight feet long. They are thrown
with one hand raised over t h e shoulder,
and can be thrown a distance of twentyfive or thirty yards, making a ghastly
wound. Some are made with small, sharp
points protruding out at the sides pointing back; once the spear passes these
points it cannot be withdrawn without
using much force.
Our second night out we were surrounded with swarms of mosquitoes. W e had a
net, but it was of little use to us. T h e
small starved bodies found little difficulty
in passing through the mesh. Once inside
they soon got a fill of blood and the small
slender bodies became so large that they
could not get out. It is useless to say
there was little sleep in camp that night.
T h e carriers kept turning and groaning,
not being able to sleep because of the pests.
W e were not sorry to see the dawn of day,
not because we were finished sleeping, but
because we were being relieved from the
mosquitoes.
Thus far we had shot nothing for meat
for the men. They were anxious we
should get some for them, so we concluded
to have a look around this morning for
some game. W e split up into two parties,
each party with a guide from a near by
kraal, going in separate directions. Our
party did not go far until we sighted five
zebra, but were too late to have a shot;
they had seen us first, and were off at
a gallop; no more was seen of them.
After about two hours' search we returned
to camp without seeing any more game.
W e saw plenty of paths where large game
had passed both ways. T h e other party
were more successful. They brought back
with them a large bird from the river.
W e soon had breakfast. over and were
ready to push on. It being Saturday, we
did not wish to go far, but look out a good
camp for the night and where we could
spend Sunday. After treking about four
miles we came to another settlement near
water. Here we concluded to stop and
pitch our camp. Procuring guides wc
again went in search of meat. I t was important that we should get some for food
for the carriers, as this would save us buying so much food along t h e way. I t took
about twenty-five pounds of meal each day
for all when we had no meat for them.
This time Bro. D. was successful in bringing down a gnu. All the men were happy
with the thought of plenty of meat, of
which they are exceedingly fond. All
evening they sat around a bright blazing
camp fire smacking their lips as they devoured a good portion of the odds and
ends. T h e animal. shot belongs to the
large antelope family, weighing perhaps
four or five hundred pounds.
We spent a quiet Sunday. W e went out
to a kraal in the morning, but having no
interpreter so could hold no meeting, only
with our own men, who could understand
some Zulu.
Monday morning found us off early,
feeling fresh from the day's rest, to explore the country ahead.
( T o be continued.)
H . P . STEIGERWAED.
I N T H E SHADOW OF

EARTH.—Let

light shine before men. There
old fable which says that once,
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anxious to know last Sunday when digging
was created.
The attendance at school is also quite
good. T h e enrollment thus far this year
being eighty, the attendance daily falls
much below that. In addition to the thirtyeight staying at the Mission, a number have
lately been coming to day school, especially
the girls, so that there have been fifty the
last two weeks and to-day it has reached
the high water mark of sixty-four, twentyM a c h a Mission.
two of whom were girls. I t is not likely
Dear readers of the VISITOR : Greetto remain at that number however. W e
ing in the precious name of Jesus. T h e
are especially glad for the girls. David has
Scripture which H e gives me for you this
tried hard to get them interested in school
evening is, "Lift up your eyes and look on
and Sunday-school, and Sister Engle has
f
hc fields, for they are white already to' harformed them into a sewing class, which
vest." May the Lord of the harvest help
has a great attraction for them. W e are
every one of H i s children to heed this comsorry we do not have more material for
mand to look and keep on looking until the
them to sew.
Spirit shows them the whitened fields and
Several of the boys desire to be bapthe many sheaves lying ungathered, wasttized, and we trust that when t h e Brething on the plains. May they see this so
ren from America come to visit us there
vividly that hearts will burn and real tramay be an opportunity for this. Some of
vailing prayer will ascend in behalf of
the converts are away working now and
perishing souls, that pocketbooks may be
cannot be present for baptism. W e are
open more and more, and especially that
looking forward with pleasure to the offimany may say from the depths of their
cial visit of Bishop Engle and Bro. Sheets,
souls, "Here am I, send me." May God
and hope that they may be made a great
also help you to see the needs of. the workblessing to us and to the work in general.
ers already on the field, that prayers may
Our new house is about completed and
ascend in their behalf. They are surwe moved into it the past week. I t is a
rounded by the powers of darkness, and
good, substantial house built of brick with
every thing which tends to drag down.
an iron roof, and consists of three rooms
Some times the battle against them seems
besides
a kitchen and pantry. I t has a veso strong that they nearly faint by the way.
randa on three sides to protect t h e walls
But praise God, H e never forsakes and is
from deterioration by the rain and sun,
always ready to renew their strength if
and also to make the house cooler. T h e
they trust H i m .
walls and roof are seemingly ant-proof
We arc glad to report that in May a new and the earthen floors are heavily tarred to
mission station was started about fifty or
prevent the ants from coming through if
sixty miles north of this on the Kafue
possible. In this part of the country a
river by Rev. Smith, who is connected with
house cannot be made entirely ant-proof
one of the missions already on the field.
unless it is built on iron spikes, and that
H e is in the midst of a most thickly popwould make it very expensive. Even by
ulated district, but in a very unhealthy lousing the utmost economy, building is very
cation. H e and his wife are in reality takexpensive. W e heartily thank all who have
ing their lives in their hands to settle in
had a share in furnishing us with money to
such a deadly place for the privilege of
build this, and also the brethren who have
giving out the gospel, and they need the
built it. This has been quite a partnership
prayers of God's people.
affair, and has been built by the brethren
We are thankful another light is thus
Wenger, Steigerwald, Doner and Taylor,
planted, yet there are many natives all
and the three native brethren David.
around us who will not come into contact
Goma and Matshuba. It has been a good
with any of the missions unless some one
school for David. H e had been anxious
carries the gospel to them. W e have
to learn to build brick building and has
erected a small hut at Kabanzi. nine miles
had ample opportunity t o help all through
from here, where we have meeting once a
the building.
month. There they are very eager for a
T h e house has come none to soon, as t h e
teacher, and we wish we could give them
one in which we have been living the past
one.
three years is ready to cave in at any time.
W e are glad t o report that the work at
Some of the poles of the roof are entirely
this place is on the whole encouraging.
eaten through and many others are held
The Sunday-school was reorganized a
together only by the plaster, which the
month ago with five large classes, and the white ants carry up to replace the wood
interest is good. T h e attendance this
eaten. T h e little cookstove and pipe sufmonth has been from eighty to one hundred
fered much from the rain and weather in
and eight. Even the women who seem to
the little doorless hut which we called
be the slowest to grasp anything, are takkitchen during the past three years, but
ing quite an interest. A number of them
now in its new quarters with a coat of
say they have left off worshiping the
black, it would not shock the good housespirits, and want to worship God. H o w
wives of America, like it would undoubtedstrong t h e want to is time will tell; but
ly have done in the old days.
we want to believe great things for this
The new building is better than we expeople, and will you not help us? As
pected to have when we first talked of
usual, after reorganization, the lessons
erecting one and is to be made mosquito
start with the creation. W e have spent
proof,
which seems to be the best prevenfour Sundays on the first chapter, as the
tative against fever. T h u s housed we
attendance varies and their minds are
trust that the workers at Macha may, under
slow to grasp things divine. Their chief
God's blessing and guidance and your
occupation this time of the year is digprayer,
be better able than ever before to
ging in their gardens; so one woman was

an eclipse, the moon complained to the
sun, saying, " W h y do you not shine upon
me now as you used t o ? " T h e sun replied,
"I am still shining; do you not enjoy my
light?" " O h ! I see," said the moon, "the
earth has got between us." I s hot this the
reason some lives are so fruitless? They
have allowed the world to come between
them and Christ, and their source of light
is cut off. So they are unable to shine for
others.—Selected.

press on the battle. H . FRANCES DAVIDSON.
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Almost Home.

Almost anchored; life's rough journey
Shortly now will soon be o'er,
Unseen hands the sails are furling,
Soon I'll reach the heavenly shore.
Almost home; how sweet it soundeth
To the heart that's worn with care,
For it knoweth pain and sorrow.
Never more shall cross it there.
Almost there: though storms may gather,
And the clouds grow dark above;
Brightly shining through the breakings
Beams my dying Savior's love.
Every moment as it passeth
Only leaves one less to come,
Every wave that round me dasheth
Only bears me nearer home.
Brothers, look! I see the haven
Where I soon shall calmly rest.
And no wave of care doth riople
O'er its smooth and peaceful breast.
To that port my vessel tendeth.
On life's sea no more I'll roam.
Angels bright are all around me
Fare thee well! I'm almost home.
—Author
Unknown.
For

the
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" W h a t M u s t I D o to B e S a v e d ? " Acts 16:30.
BY

F.

ELLIOTT.

W h a t a momentous question! W h a t
a solemn inquiry! The very wording of it presupposes a conviction.
Yea, an overwhelming conviction of
being lost. That, at least, in the light
of that night's startling events had
passed into the realm of undisputed
fact. As long as a person is looking
for some good in himself he is yet
some distance from salvation. It is repulsive to the human mind to have to
admit their real condition, to cease all
efforts to improve their state, and to
acknowledge themselves helpless and
lost. In the case of the jailer there
was added humiliation in the fact that
a few hours before he had superintended the incarceration of those very
prisoners and had taken unusual precautions to prevent their escape. Now.
the conditions are all reversed, they
are free, and the same power that
shook the prison and opened its doors,
shook the jailer from center to circumference and make him feel and
realize that he was in a stronger,
darker prison than the one over which
he presided. F r o m its gloomy depths
and inner recesses no midnight songs
of praise arose, nothing but the agonizing cry, " W h a t must I do to be
saved?" H o w humbling to have to
ask the way to salvation of those (recently) despised Jewish prisoners!
Assured of their remaining under his
charge, he drops his intentions of
suicide, the world suddenly narrows
down to an "interrogation point," the
divine searchlight concentrates its
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penetrating rays on one solitary man.
It reveals to his astonished gaze the
awful blackness and corruption of his
heart, and he cries for help in his
"time of need."
One thing he realized fully, he was
lost. One thing above all others he
wished to know. W h a t must—yes,
something must be done, and quickly,
— w h a t must I do? Yes, he must do
it personally. Some duties could be
relegated to his servants, this can onlv
be done by himself. W h a t must I do ?
W h a t for? W h y , to be saved. All
other matters sink into utter insignificance to one who feels helplessly
lost. David describes it as a "horrible pit" and its bottom as "miry
clay." ' H o r r i b l e " because dead bodies
had been thrown in to rot and decay;
"miry," from the mixture of nutrid
matter and clay by the feet of the
struggling captive. So spiritually the
sins of our projenitors inherited by us.
as well.as those we acquired, pollute
the air we breath, entangle and bemire
.our feet, and sink our souls in darkness and despair. E a c h man's pit is
an individual one, it is his exact fit,
and no two people are quite alike, no
one else can go down to help him, and
yet it is evident . that help can only
come from above.
David says, " I will look unto the
hills from whence cometh my help."
W h a t does he see? A little disc of
sky with one bright star in the center.
It is the " S t a r ' o f Bethlehem." " I
cried unto the Lord H e inclined unto
me—heard my cry, brought me out"—
a ligrht shines down the foul shaft, a
strong hand and an almightv arm lifts
the noor captive up into the glorious
sunlight and pure atmosphere of
heaven. H i s feet rest on solid rock,
and he sings a new sweet song.
W e return to the jailer: let us hear
the replv to his aeonized auerv. "Believe on the L o r d Tesus Christ and
thou shaft be saved." T h e answer is
as positive as the need is imperative.
But who is this Jesus? I n all orobability he had never heard the name
before. H o w then believe on him.
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the (preached) word of God."
"They spoke unto him the word of the
L o r d and to all that were in his
house." As the grand story of divine
love and mercy fell from the lips of
Paul and Silas into the ears of the
eager listeners, it sank deeper still and
reached their hearts ( o r inmost souls)
and as Wesley savs of himself, they
felt them' "strangely warmed." Thev
all believed with their hearts, thev
were all saved."
" T h e fruit of the
Spirit is love." T h e jailer shewed it
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by washing their stripes. They were
all saved people and so were all fit
candidates for baptism, not to get salvation, but to show by their obedience
that they had it.
In the conversion of the jailer we
have what Talmage used to call, "An
earthquake of conviction and a sunburst of pardon." T h e nature of the
case and its peculiar concommitants
required the scenes to shift with unusual rapidity, yet, after all, it is a
striking sample of apostolic conversions. Does the counterpart of such
conversions
exist to-day?
Apart
from the peculiar environment of the
above, W h y not? Is the remedy as
effectual as it was then? "Yes, Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, to-day and
forever." Sin is the same in God's
sight as ever, however neatly varnished by modern refinement; human
hearts are the same in their sinfulness
and w a y w a r d n e s s ; the same aching
void, the same helpless and lost condition, and the same weary longing for
peace, for rest, for salvation. T h e r e
is, as ever, only "one N a m e given
under heaven whereby we can be
saved" and only one condition. "Believe."
I t sounds very simole and easy, but
it means much.
" W i t h the heart (inmost soul) man believeth unto righteousness," not with the head (intellect) alone and not zvithout it either,
as it goes from1 head to heart. Mental
assent to the truth saves no one, yet no
one is saved without it. T h e mind assents to the fact that " T h e r e is a God
and that H e is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek H i m . " So far so g o o d :
devils also assent to those facts, and
tremble. I t is only as we give room
to the Holy Spirit that it becomes a
vital question, that we grasp its awful
import, that it means eternal life, or
eternal death to my own soul. F r o m
my intellect down to the depths of my
heart I feel, I know, I am lost and
undone and just as reallv and as unreservedly as I believe I am lost, just
so fully must I believe in Jesus
Christ's power to save. W h a t then ?
It brings me to the cross. I act on
what I am assured of, I ask, I receive
pardon, I seek, I find the pearl of great
price, I knock and the door of my
Father's house opens wide for me to
enter. I am no longer a stranger or
foreigner. I am His own child.
Surely it becomes me after all H e has
done for me, to obey H i m . I follow
His example and obey H i s commands
in baptism, for "thus it becometh us to
fulfill all righteousness." Then I can
" d r a w nigh with a true heart in the
FULL assurance of faith, having (past
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tense} my heart
evil conscience
blood) and my
tised) with pure

sprinkled from an
(with the atoning
body washed (bapwater."

This, dear reader, is plain, practical, New Testament conversion. All
the variations of age, training and environment, etc., are only incidentals.
F r o m the time poor, erring mortals
reach the age of responsibility it is
a question of sin and salvation, of believing, or persisting in unbelief.
T h e little maid who has just died
and is still in her bed, needs the divine
voice to waken her and give her life
as well as the young man on the way
to burial, or Lazarus, who had been
buried four days already. T h e call is
louder in each case, the farther people
are away, the louder you must call to
make them hear, but all three cases
were beyond human aid, they were
dead.
It is the work of the ambassadors
of Christ to warn sinners of their
danger, to exhort them to repent, and
to proclaim the conditions of peace
and pardon, to invite, entreat, yea.
constrain you to come in. and that is
all he can lawfully do. Beyond this
God Himself does not go, neither does
H e require it of His servants. T o ask
dead men to stand up and tell people
they are alive seems a strange piece
of business, but it is often in evidence.
They do as they are told, even if they
don't half believe it themselves. If a
boy gives a faint yes, to the morning
call, it is far from a sure thing that he
promptly gets u p and gets to work.
If a person is born again he will make
it evident, he simply cannot help it.
W h e n a new baby comes to our homes
it soon makes use of its voice, and of
its own volition. So does a true born
child of G o d ; only more so. T h e real
success of a revival meeting or of regular services does not depend on
"methods" or co-ersive ruses, or pathetic death-bed scenes, but it does depend on Spirit-filled preaching. The
gospel is still "the power of God unto
salvation," and if people would have
their minds less taken up with the
ability and personality of the minister,
and pray earnestly to, and depend
more fully on God, there would be
mighty results, even with . what are
counted ordinary preachers.
Sensat i o n a l , semi-comic, Sam Jones-ish deliverances may entertain and startle,
but where are th^e results ?
O, for the old Methodist kind of revivals ! O, for the Holy Spirit to fill
the sermons with convicting and converting power so that through His
servants H e may—
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"Speak zvith the voice that wakes
dead
"And bids the sleeper rise."

the

There is a human side and a divine
side in the salvation of souls. Men
could roll away the stone from the
tomb of Lazarus, but only divine
power could raise him to life. It required no miracle to remove his grave
clothes, so Jesus told men to do it. So
let us gladly do the part assigned us.
and leave the rest with God. Paul
may plant and Apollos water, God
alone can give the increase. Some
seed will fall on the wayside and be
lost, some on the rocky land to sprout
and wither, some may be smothered by
thorns (we are not responsible for
that) but some will fall on good
ground and bear fruit unto life eternal.
Amen.
Richmond
-For the

Hill,

Ont.
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This is Thanksgiving.
T h a n k s be to God for thanksgiving! U n t o Thee, O God, do we
give thanks. W e are to thank God,
and praise H i m for H i s goodness to
us. W e read in Psa. 95, verse 2, "Let
us come before His presence, with
thanksgiving and make a joyful noise
unto H i m with psalms." The Lord
wants us to give thanks to H i m for
H e is giving so much for us everyday. Christians are indebted to bring
thanks to Him.
Psa. o>6:8 : "Give
unto the Lord the glory due unto
His n a m e : bring an offering and
come into His courts."
The Bible is full of giving thanks.
Psa. TO^: " O give thanks unto the
L o r d ; call upon H i s N a m e : make
known His deeds among- the people."
W e are to oraise God, and sing unto
Him, ves, sing psalms unto H i m and
glorv in H i s holv name. Oh. God's
mercy is great to H i s oeople.
Some
can
scarcely
wait
for
Thanksgiving Day to have a good
roast and other good thing's.
But
Christians are looking to God to be
•fed from heaven.
T think some could say like the little
girl of whom I read in the Sundayschool paner. She said. " I think a
thanksgiving dinner would choke me.
T am going to turn it into a fast dav
instead." H e r choice was just to eat
bread and water on, Thanksgiving
Dav. T h a t is the rip-Tit wav to hold
Thanksgiving Dav. T h a n k God. we
can have thanksgiving everv d a v : we
do not reed to wait a whole vear.
W e as a band of happv workers
here in the Mission
(Chicago"),
agreed to have a special day of fast-

ing and praise to God on Thanksgiving Day for the wonderful love God
has for His people, and for what H e
has clone for us here at this place.
God puts into the hearts of his people
to send means, and all sorts of food.
Oh, praise God. Oh, it pays to pray
and trust in His Holy Name.
I am your sister in the bonds of
love.
F A N N I E ; E.

BARNES.

An Invalid's Letter.
Dear editor and friends:
It has
been my custom for some years now
to write you an annual letter and inform you how I spent the past year.
This is done at the earnest request of
many of my friends, who are kind
enough to take an interest in nay unfortunate self. So if my letter is
rather personal I trust you will pardon me. T h e Summer was quite a
severe one on me. T h e heat was intense and I suffered much, but with
the help of God, I managed to pull
through, and am here once more with
an invitation for you to attend my
Christmas letter party. I made a mistake last year in saying I had been
down in bed for twenty-three- years.
Tt won't be twenty-three till next
Christmas. I went to bed on that day
twenty-three years ago, and I hav'nt
so much as turned out of one position
since. H o w e v e r one year more or
less makes very little difference to
me. I know it seems like a century
since I could walk. In fact, it does'nt
seem as if I ever could. T h o u g h I
was sixteen years old when I was
taken down. As most of you know
about my deplorable condition,
I
won't describe it here. I believe in
looking on the sunny side of life, and
talking about cheerful things. I was
fortunate in getting out the past
Summer. I went to church three
times.
Being a helpless and hopeless shutin my self, I have a great sympathy
for this unfortunate class, and have
been doing everything in m y power
to get the people interested in a pension bill for them. I have selected
Hon. Champ Clark, M. C . as the
man to introduce the bill, and earnestly request all Shut-ins and their sympathizers to write Mr. Clark when
Congress meets in December and implore his help in this matter. H i s address at that time will be W a s h i n g ton. D. C. There are doubtless one
hundred thousand heloless ones in the
United States, and out of this number
fullv one half are unable to support
themselves and are being cared for
by poor and unwilling relatives and

EVANGELICAL
funds, or else living in poor houses.
Surely none are more deserving, and
our rich and powerful government
should see that they are cared for.
I wrote Mr. Clark about this plan,
and he promised me he would study
on it, and see what could be done.
H e also said that England was trying to get up something similar for
her cripples though on a much larger
scale. Now lets all put our shoulders
to the wheel and see if we cannot accomplish something along this line. I
am not hoping for personal benefit.
This bill is to be for those who cannot earn their own living. And I
have been self-supporting for the past
eight years, and hope to continue so
till God calls me home. However, I
realize fully that without the help and
encouragement of my friends, I
could do nothing in my helpless condition. Still when my best friend, my
mother, died, I did not give up and
whine that I was beaten without making an effort. I did my best when I
wrote my books, and left the result
with God. M y friends have certainly
stood by me nobly, and I appreciate
it with all my heart, and hereby, tender by profound thanks to each and
every one of you. May God bless
you!
Speaking of my books reminds me
to say that if you desire to make my
Christmas a happy one to kindly enclose price of one or all of them.
"Twenty-three Years on a Matress
Grave" is the true story of ray life.
It breathes-a spirit of optimism that
cannot help but please and uplift all
who r e a d ; price 20c. "Ideas of an
Invalid" is my ideas on religion. One
chapter tells of my mother's peaceful
death, 30c. "Plain Talks and T a l e s "
is advice to boys and girls. A s well
as a collection of humorous short
stories and sketches, 4 0 c , and " H i s
Mysterious W a y . " This last is an illustrated story, clean, pure and harmless, 50c.
Some of you have read these books
but order one anyway and give it to
a friend.
T h u s you can help two
people at the same time. And I need
your help. As everything is getting
so high that even a well man can
hardly make ends meet. Address for
books.
T H U S . F. LOCKHART,

Wellington,

Mo.

•

" H o w shall I • work for Christ?"
asked a young disciple of Bishop
Selwyn. "Go where H e is not, and
take H i m with you," was the venerable bishop's reply,—Sel.
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A Letter From Texas.
T o the dear saints and readers of
these columns. Once more I will pen
a few lines from these distant parts.
Since my last writing we have had
meetings regularly every Lord's day
afternoon, also Sabbath-school at the
same place. Brother H a r v e y Miller,
of Englewood, Ohio, was with us
over three L o r d ' s days and preached
for us each time, which was much appreciated by those who were present.
Last L o r d ' s day Brother John H .
Myers preached at the same place for
us, which we enjoyed very much. T o day the house was filled with attentive
hearers. One week from to-day our
first meeting will be held at brother
Myers' home on the colony lands. N o
preventing providences
and
fine
weather we anticipate a high day for
the place. W e look for quite a delegation from the place where we have
had our regular meetings, although it
will necessitate a drive of about nine
miles. Yet a number have expressed
themselves ready to go at the time appointed.
O n the fourth of this month brother
Peter Fike, his daughter Fannie, son,
Tobias and brother John Fike and
family, all of Kansas, and brother
Elmer Hoover, formerly of Ohio, but
recentlv of Kansas, arrived, in all
fifteen souls. Their household goods
and all their belongings, with fourteen
head of horses, required three cars to
convey the same to these parts. As
the writer walked some miles to meet
them at a well of water, the narrative
of Abraham and Lot came to mind.
Seeing our esteemed brother and colaborer in the gospel, with his children and grandchildren coming to
take u p their abode on the plains of
South Texas, was a scene that will
long linger in our minds.
T h e colony lands have taken on
quite a look of activity. Improvements have begun on seven tracts of
land and others are supposed soon to
follow. W e are now ready to begin
meetings which, as brother John Fike
remarked a few days since, we all
need for encouragement, i. e., spiritually. O u r earnest prayer has been
that God will bless the work to H i s
honor and glory and the good of
many precious souls. To-day a lady
spoke of having a protracted effort,
and expressed herself as looking for
results to our surprise. T h e Lord can
and will work if people only let Him.
W e are convinced that our time is fast
passing by and we should be eager to
do all the good we can for humanity.
W e see possibilities in these parts on
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various lines which will appeal' to all
such who love our Lord Jesus Christ.
While many are looking this way
from different parts of our great
country, yet our prayer" is that the
Lord will impress only such to come
who are willing and anxious to work
to the honor and glory of God, and
the good of humanity.
W e earnestly solicit the prayers of
all that we may be in divine ' order.
Should any feel impressed to write us,
we will only be too glad to receive the
same and answer as best we can.
In Christian love,
T. A. L O N G .

Victoria,

Texas, Box

601.

The New Religion and the Work of
Missions.
B Y A R T H U R T.

PIERSON.

" F o r the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap
to themselves teachers, having itching
ears" (IT. Tim. 4 : 3 ) . This time is
fully upon us.
T h e ex-president of H a r v a r d has
forecast the "religion of the future."
" T h e Apostles' Creed"—so-called—
has been traced back to the fourth
century, if not earlier, as a sort of
consensus of doctrine adopted by the
whole church; but after more than a
millennium and a half our modern
religionists find it unsatisfactory and
would substitute another.
W e all crave some simple credal
basis, for some sort of belief seems
essential to every complete life. It is
often carelessly said that it matters
little what one believes, provided only
he is sincere—a very elusive and delusive statement; for it heed's little
logic to perceive that, if this maxim
he sound, it follows of necessity that
it is neither worth while to. seek after
truth nor to follow it when found—
which is reductio ad absurdum. Nothing is more needful than to know the
T r u t h whether it be scientific, ethical
or religious. T h o u g h in many a life,
corrupted by error, elements of
beauty may be found, it is plain that
the beauty is not due to the error but
to the truth mixed with i t ; and that
invariably, the more pure the truth
embraced in loyal conviction and exhibited in faithful obedience the more
beautiful the life.
If history has
shown anything it has proven that
error and evil, truth and right are
each twin brothers.
W e are tempted therefore to test
ex-President Eliot's new religion by
trying to formulate it in a creed. And
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it seems to us it would read somewhat
thus:
"I believe in a conception of God,
a multiplication of infinities, and in
Jesus Christ as a distinguished ethical
teacher who was crucified as a martyr
for what He believed to be the truth.
"I believe in the infallible Ego, as
the ultimate court of appeal in matters of truth and duty, and in a
church universal composed of all who
are honest in their beliefs and upright
in their conduct; in the communion
of scholars and philanthropists: in reformation of evil habits and cultivation of virtue; in the proper care of
the body and culture of the mind; in
scientific progress, university training, and the spirit of the age. I believe in two great commandments:
the love of God and the service of
fellow-men; in a spiritual survival
after death for all those whose lives
are a blessing to their fellow-men;
and that for philanthropists and reformers there is thus a perpetual life
that knows no death and needs no
resurrection."
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For example, how can a God who
is "a multiplication of infinites be
either worshipped or loved or obeyed ?
What becomes of personality in such
a definition? What becomes of Christianity without Christ as a vicarious
substitute and atoning Saviour? We
are told by this Unitarian leader that
"in primitive times sacrifice was the
root of religion" and the implication
is that the notion of expiatory value
in the death of our Lord was simuly
a natural offshoot from this root—its
historic fruit. We had been wont to
suppose, conversely, that as soon as
sin had marred God's creation, the
promise of a redemptive seed and the
institution of sacrifice—a life for a
life—was the root, out of which on
the contrary sprang the conception of
sacrifice in primitive times as the basis
of religion.

We are warned against sudden conversion as a delusion—for the new religion "will not teach that character
can be changed quickly." The story
of Saul of Tarsus, of the jailor at
Philippi, not to say dying thief, must
The tendencies of the day are to- then be relegated to the realm of the
ward the elimination of all supernat- mythical—fancy not fact. The new
ural elements from the Bible, the re- Religion "will believe in no malignant
ligion of Christ, and even the person powers." The narrative of the tempand work of the Lord Jesus, as well tation of Eve in Eden, and of the Saas from all personal experience of the tanic plot against Job, and Paul's
believer. Perhaps, as the new creed messenger of Satan to buffet him, and
is mostly -negative, it may be well to countless other references to the devil
put together some of the negations and demons must be expurgated as
worthless traditions. He thinks "it
of the new religion, as follows:
"1 do not believe in any authority. will be of immense advantage if the
Man, in the present generation, is religion of the twentieth century shall
ready to be led, nqt driven, and is a get rid of these things."
law unto himself. I believe neither
One cannot bvrt inquire, if such
in an infallible church nor an infalli- vague creeds are to be adopted, what
ble Bible.' I believe in no malignant is there left to preach? Why send
powers. I deny the necessity of the anv missionaries abroad?
All we
expiatory death of Christ, or that it need is better sanitation, and more
affords safety primarily to the indi- education; purer environments, good
vidual ; or that character can be food, fresh air, brisk exercise; dicchanged quickly or that Christ is es- tionaries, encyclopedias, biographies
sential in any way to religion."
of good men and women—carefnuY
We have no conscious desire or de- .guarded homes, hospitals and unisign to misrepresent or caricature the versities! Whither are zw drifting?
ex-president's new religion. We sim- —Our Hope Magazine.
ply seek to crystallize it into apprehensible form. He seems to aim, if
FALSE HONOR.—A man's heart is
we understand him, to restate Chris- not right when he puts his reputation
tian doctrine so as to suit modern ad- with men above his being right with
vanced liberalism, and fit in with the God.
Sorrow is not repentance.
progressive spirit of the twentieth Herod was sorry, but not penitent. A
century. We have confidence in his young man had been living an awful
honesty and admire the courage of his life of sin. At the request of his pasconvictions: the question just now of tor he came for a conference. The
surpassing interest and 'importance is young man regretted his sin and its
whether his doctrine is safe; whether effect upon his life and reputation.
Christianity can bear such modifica- His conscience tormented him. The
tion without surrendering all its pastor pointed out the effects of sin
claims; whether such reconstruction on body and soul. He showed from
is not rather destruction.
Scripture the doom of the sinner. He
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pleaded with him to turn from his sin
to Jesus Christ as the Savior. He
presented the gospel offer of cleansing in the blood of Christ and full
pardon of sin. The young man's
heart was aparently touched. Like
Herod, he was exceeding sorry. But
he answered, "I left my companion
on the corner when I came here, and
I gave him my word of honor that I
would not turn without him. I cannot turn to-night." Even after prayer
with his pastor that young man went
out into the night refusing to get right
with God for the sake of his word
given to his companion in sin. True
repentance will not let a promise to
men stand between the sinner and his
God.—Sel.
Glorious Prospects.
Dr. Bonar once said that everything before the true believer is glorious ; our crown is to be a "crown of
glory," the city we are to inhabit is
the city of the glorified, we are to
wear garments of "glory and beauty," our society will be the society of
the glorified, our rest is to be "glorious," the country to which we are
going is to be full of the glory of
God and the Lamb. There are many
who are always looking on the backward path and mourning over the
trouble through which they have
passed; they keep hugging the cares
and anxieties they have been called
on to bear, and are forever looking
at them. Why should we go reeling
and staggering under the burdens and
cares of life when we have such glorious prospects before us?—D. L.
Moody.
No sunrise, mountain-top or June
of blossom is so beautiful and so inspiring by its beauty as human faces
at their best. A smile is the subject
form of beauty in all the visible creation, and heaven breaks on the earth
in the smiles of friendly faces.—William C. Gannett.
Christian faith is like a grand cathedral with dimly-pictured windows.
Standing without you see no glory,
nor can possibly imagine any. Standing within, every ray of light reveals
harmony by unspeakable splendor.
—Hawthorne.
The only really solid thing in this
universe is love. This makes our life
really life. This makes us immortal
while we are here. This makes us
sure that death is no end, but only a
beginning, to us and to all we love.
—/. F. Clarke.
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EDITORIAL.
(Continued from page 3.)

w h o read these words. Child of God,
if thou art vainly trying to realize
the deliverance of Calvary, without
reliance upon the inworking Spirit of
God, open thy whole being to Him,
and commit thyself into H i s hands.
Yield to H i m to vitally unite thee to
the crucified One, and to reveal within the living Lord.
A r t thou willing for implicit obedience to H i m at any cost? Wilt thou
let H i m have full right of way in thy
life? A r t thou ready for the message
of faith?
T h e n once more turn to
Calvary. As thou lookest away to
H i m who died, dare to believe the
written word of God that thou art
crucified with Him, and God's wisdom in a mystery will be unveiled to
thee by the Eternal Spirit.
" B u t what is the anointing of the
Spirit?"
A r t thou in the service of the
K i n g ? As the Holy Spirit reveals
the Christ in thee, thou shalt understand that thy L o r d not only dwelleth
in thee, but that thou art a member
of the Body of Christ, and as thou
are brought into thy place in the
Body, the holy oil which anointed the
Christ above His fellows, will flow
down to the skirts of His garments,
even upon and through thee, anointing thee for all service in the will of
God.
T h e Christ Himself will workthrough thee mightily by the Holy
Ghost, as thou dost abandon thyself
to H i s will. But remember, "There
are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit." "Diversities of
ministrations
and the same Lord." Diversities
of
working
but the same God who
worketh all things in all." "All worketh . . . the same Spirit dividing to
each one severally even as H e will."
( I . Cor. 12:4-11).
T h e Son of God was anointed with
the oil of gladness above His fellows
"because H e loved righteousness, and
hated iniquity." ( H e b . 1:9). Even
so will the Christ bring into thee deep
hatred of sin, and love of all that is
of the righteousness of G o d ; thou
wilt love thy L o r d not only as a God
of love, but also as a God of terrible
holiness. Thou wilt covet the severity of God upon all in thyself that is
unlike Him, and gladly be chastened
that thou mayest become a partaker
of H i s holiness. So shalt thou be' come united in closer bonds to thy
Lord, and a sharer in the anointing
of Him, the sceptre of whose kingdom is a sceptre of "righteousness"
or "straightness." ( H e b . 1:8).
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Knowing that thou hast given
room to the Holy Ghost, now walk
step by step in the Spirit, depending
alone upon Him, and seeking only
His will and pleasure; so will H e lead
thee on, and teach thee how to abide
in thy Lord, being adjusted into thy
place in H i s mystical Body, and thou
shalt know that "the anointing which
ye have received of Him, abideth in
you . . . the same anointing teacheth
you of all things, and is truth, and
is no lie, and even as it hath taught
you, ye shall abide in H i m " ( I . John
20:27).
Special Notice.
C H A N G E OF ADDRESS.

A s we are changing our place of
residence, our address is changed from
1627 Swatara street, to corner W a l nut and Summit. O u r new residence
is within less than five minutes walk
from the Messiah H o m e . This number may be only temoorary as there
may occur a renumbering of the
street. T a k e notice of our change of
address, corner of W a l n u t and Summit streets.
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district and it might be well for the
brethren to look at the field.
W e are anxious that the friends of
the VISITOR, especially those who have
been appointed as agents in the different districts, make a special and
strenuous effort to increase the number of subscribers. W e ought to be
able to reach two thousand paying
subscribers. Other church papers are
u r g i n g that the church's literature be
placed in every family of the membership. A n d this, it would seem to
us, would also apply to our Brotherhood. T h e paper ought to find a welcome in the home of every member of
the church. Remember that we will
send it to new subscribers until Jan.,
1911, for one dollar.
Have you ordered your i Gospel
T e x t Wall Calendar for next year ? A
goodly number have ordered, but possibly you are not among the number.
You intend to have one but you are
just delaying to order. Better do it
NOW.
If you order one at the
twenty-five cent rate before December
15, we will mail you free one R o g e r s '
Reasons, of which we wrote more
particularly in our last notes. W e
have concluded to extend the time to
December 15th, and will send one to
all who order one calendar at twentyfive cents, up to that date.

Sister Lillie Donnelly, R. R. No. 1,
Carlisle, Pa., writes us of h e r enjoyment in the Christian life. She writes
of her isolated position and savs she
often wondered why this is her lot.
However the answer seems to be that
Elder Jonathan Lyons reports that
God wants her to do a work at that
donations for the building fund at
special place. She thinks it is a
More T o w n Center, Mich., u p to the
place where the true gosoel should be
present time are as follows: In H i s
preached. She writes of the passiue
Name, $ 1 0 ; M a n ° r district, Pa.,
1
awav of her mother-in-law last Ea l
$33.50; contributed,
$10;
Maple
and of its sadness in that she passed
Grove S. S., Ohio, $ 1 5 ; Carland.
r
awav without hone, and there a e
Mich., $50. Total, $118.50. This
many more in the same condition, and,
falls far short of what is needed. One
souls are of as much value at t i n t
of the brethren in Michigan has now
place as elsewhere. " W e oueht to be
over $240 in the building besides a
u p and doing for the time is passing.
lot of work. Districts that have not
Some of us cannot PT> far awav but we
responded should feel it incumbent on
can do our work here." She then
them to come to the relief of these
suesrests that the church snare a
burdened ones.
nreacher somewhere, and that he locate in that vicinity. g-0od could be
Elder D. R. Eyster, of Thoma".
done in h e r home and a Wessine come Okla., is engaged in evangelistic serto the communitv. T h e r e is a home vices at the Rosebank M. H., near
there that could be bonom*- for $ ^ 0 on. Ramona, Kans. It is reported that a
T h e land could be sold off" =0 that the good interest prevails and that souls
house would be cheaner T h e h r v w are under conviction and some are
could be changed into a meeting- yielding and coming to the altar as
house with but small ex^en^e. She seekers. Commencing with Sundav
feels that the T ord would rnvp h<=r evening, November 21, Bro. F . K.
make this anneal to +hp "Rrn<-t\prhood. Bowers, of Souderton, Pa,, is conShe savs thev have had o-oorl meet- ducting special meetings at the Cross
ings in her hou^e. when the Ve+tr-en
Roads M. H . near Florin, Pa.
preached the true cfOWfit, a " d f°els
confident that larp-pr trnnd wo"ln he
Orders for Sunday-school supplie;
done if the mattpr were r'aVe" nn as have been coming in freely, but not all
she suffests. T h ° miitt»' ,,.^,.1^. 0 f
have responded as yet. Kindly forcourse rest on the Cumberland county ward same at once.
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.
ICy Bible.
The Bible is the book of ages,
Happy are they who read its pages;
Jn it is found the way of life,
A cure for sin and an end of strife.
In this book are mentioned three,
W h o through my life have followed m e ;
And in those three I make my boast,
T h e Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
While wand'ring on the downward way,
I heard the Holy Spirit kindly say,
If you go on and on that way,
You'll miss the bliss of endless day.
The Father drew me by H i s love,
And pointed me to His slain Son,
I wanted to be with Him above;
But alas! no good had I ; I was undone.
The Son, in words so sweet and mild,
Whispered, I have the Father reconciled.
Sincerely now repent,—believe on me
Thy pardon is forever free.
CARL BAKER.

Duntroon,

Ont.
Testimony.

Dear Readers of the V I S I T O R :— I am a little
girl nine years old and joined the Brethren
a year ago this month. My desire is to serve
the Lord as well as I can. Pray for m e .
With this I send a selected piece for t h e
Young Peoples' Page.
I D A M.

The Habit

VANDERVEER.

of Going to

Church.

A gentleman called at the room of our
boys and girls one day and was telling how
his little boy loved to attend Sundayschool. H e said he had attended ever since
he was a wee tot.
Before he was big
enough to walk his mother wrapped him
up in a shawl and carried him. Now since
he is old enough to go himself he never
wants to miss a Sunday.
What a fine
habit of churchgoing!
The; e is another baby about six months
old that we know whose mama brings her
to church and Sunday-school every Sun-'
day that the weather is fit. This dear little
baby is just as good as she can be from the
time Sunday-school begins until it is out.
When bab}r Helen is a little bigger she will
have acquired the habit of going to church
and Sunday-school. She will not feel comfortable unless she has attended the Sunday services. And when she becomes old
enough to know what such a good habit
means to her she will surely thank her
father and mother for helping her to form
this habit of so great worth.
Even though all the little readers have
not had a chance to attend services so regularly when real small and to have grown
into such a habit, they can begin now. If
you begin now, boys and girls, it will not
be long until you will feel that Sunday has
been wasted unless spent in the services of
our dear Lord. But if you neglect now to
make church and Sunday-school going a
part of yourselves the time may come when
it will seem almost impossible to force
yourselves to the Sunday services.
Boys and girls who are not church or
Sunday-school goers seldom become real
useful men and women. While they are
children they cultivate a taste for things of
the world rather than godly things and
when they have become men and women it
is either so difficult to change that they do
not care to make the effort or else they
are satisfied with themselves.
It is not only boys and girls who form

the habit of attending the Sunday services,
but sometimes even animals form this excellent habit. Here is a story of a horse
which had become accustomed to going to
church, which may do us all good:
"On Sunday morning the hired man was
accustomed to harness the horse at the
ringing of the first bell, and attaching him
to the chaise, tie him to the post by the
front gate, to await the pleasure of his
mistress.
"At the first stroke of the second bell,
Lady Parsons always came out of her
front door, untied the horse, and entering
her chaise, drove to the white meetinghouse on the hill, where the horse was
safely sheltered during the service in one
of the stalls of the long row of horse
sheds.
"On one Sunday, for some reason, Lady
Parsons was unable to go to church, and
therefore the horse was not harnessed as
usual. Hearing the first bell, the horse
gave signs of uneasiness, trotting up to the
bars and whinnying, as if to call his friend,
the hired man, to his usual Sunday morning duty. This restlessness continued until
the second bell sounded, and then, in evident desperation, the horse leaped the
fence, and falling in with the long procession of church-going vehicles, trotted up
the hill to the meeting house, went to his
accustomed place in the horse sheds, remained during the service, backed out as
usual when the other horses backed out,
and trotted home, no doubt with a clear
conscience for having done the best he
could."
While it is good to be found in our
places in the house of the Lord every Sunday, we must not let that alone suffice. W e
must enter into the spirit of the services
with open ears and hearts to learn and to
receive a blessing.—Selected by Ida Vanderveer.
A V i c t i m of Suspicion.
'"More than fifty years ago, a young man
lived in a Western city, and, as a druggist,
was accumulating property, possessing the
respect and confidence of the community,
as was proved by the fact that, as he was
about starting to the East to lay in stock,
the cashier of a bank handed him a package of money in bills to be handed to a
bank in Philadelphia. Being very obliging,
he received the package and promised to
deliver it promptly on his arrival, which
he did; the cashier of the bank to whom he
delivered the bills looked them over hastily,
placed them in a drawer, saying it was
'correct,' and went on with his writing.
"A month later the Western banker came
to the young druggist, and informed him
that a bill of large denomination was missing. The young man said he did not know
how that could be, for he had delivered the
package as he had received it; that the
Eastern banker had looked it over, and
pronounced it correct, and that he thought
his responsibility ended there. T h e facts
stood t h u s : Two prominent business men
in responsible positions, on one side, and
the unsupported 'say-so' of a young druggist on the other. The odds were too unequal,, and the young man had to go to the
wall; the community withdrew their patronage and their confidence; his business
was broken u p ; he first attempted one
thing, then another, but a cloud seemed to
hang over him.
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"Years rolled on. T h e story was handed down from one to another, and new
comers imbibed the prejudices of the old;
and twenty years later there was an odium
attached to his character, so that at the
mention of his name there was that falling of the countenance which meant, 'no
confidence.' The young druggist became
an old man, but never succeeded in regaining the social position he had lost. H e
died in 'Conventry.' After he was dead
and buried the cashier's old desk was taken
to a shop to be repaired. Oil removing
the drawer, the missing bank-bill was
found to have been lodged behind it."
T h e mystery was explained; and probably numbers of this dead man's neighbors
who had distrusted and suspected and repelled him for years, were ready to say
that they never really believed any harm
of the poor man.
T h e victim of prejudice and suspicion is
gone; others are living and dying. When
they are gone, some one will suddenly discover what good men they were, and regret
that they did not know it sooner. Reader,
who will it be?—The Common
People.
BLIND, OR SEEING M O R E ? — T h e y

saw

his

glory.
I have read of Moslem zealots who, after years of incredible hardships, have reached Mecca and gazed
upon its holy places, and, lest their eyes,
which have seen the sacred city, should
profane that vision by looking on unhallowed scenes, they kneel before white-hot
bricks, the heat from which burns out all
power of sight forever. Till death these
blind pilgrims bear testimony, " T h e last
thing I saw on earth was the Holy City.
Since then I have not seen." For them life
holds nothing more, nothing better. It is
the end of all hope, aspiration, and effort.
How different is the Christian's view of
life! The pilgrim sees Mecca, and henceforth is blind. The sinner sees Christ, and
finds larger vision. When one has made
the pilgrimage to Benares he can do nothing greater, but when one has seen the
Christ.—that is the outset of pilgrimages
innumerable. Every day is a quest into a
new world with new beauties, new sanctities, new powers, and new opportunities of
service.—Sel.
The Merciful W o m a n .
She had a tender, loving heart
That often throbbed with love,
Because of cruel treatment men
Forced brutes to undergo.
And on her fair expanse of brow,
Were lines of deepest care,
Because men shot in wanton sport
The birds that fly the air.
At last determined she to write
A tender, strong address,
And have it printed—with slug heads—
In all the public press.
She wrote in strong, yet tender vein,
She covered sheets a score,
She took it to the editor—
And this is what she w o r e :
A robin redbreast on her hat,
A mink's skin 'round her throat,
A mother seal gave up her life
T o make my lady's coat.
T w o other tails of silken sheen,
Adorned each beaver cuff,
Four muskrats yielded up their lives
That she might make a muff.
She drove a pair of speedy nags,
Whose coats had just been clipped,
And which, hard hit by frosty winds,
In anguish pranced and skipped.
And while she to the editor
Just talked, and talked, and talked,
T h e shivering coachman held two steeds
Whose tails had just been docked.
—Selected by P. I. Wiebe,
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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.
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T o Africa amd I n d i a .

October 13, 1909.
W e greet you this morning with Psalm
46:1, "God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in time of trouble."
Two weeks have again rolled round, with
varied experiences; and pleasantly too.
Our first Sunday was spent at the Matopo
Mission,
where we were permitted to see
4. If you do not receive the VISITOR
their manner of worship and also to parwithin ten days from date of issue, write
us at once and we will send the number
ticipate in the same. In the morning as
called for.
soon as we got up, we, with Bro. SteigerT o T H E POOR.—who are unable to pay
wald and Bro. Doner, started out to make
we send the paper free on the recommena few calls at some of the kraals. Our first
dation of others or upon their individual
stop was about t w o and a half miles from
requests. Individual requests must be renewed every six months as a matter of
home, where we visited a family. T h e
good faith.
mother was sick, lying with her nude form
To
CORRESPONDENTS :—I.
Articles for
on the floor, with a blanket for cover, and
publication should be written on one side
perhaps an animal skin to lie upon. T h e
of the paper only. Write all business letbrethren spoke to them in the native lanters on separate sheets.
guage and then had prayer with them.
2. Communications without the author's
name will receive no recognition.
This hut was a very rude structure, made
3. Communications
for
the
VISITOR
of poles and grass; it had a little fire in the
should be sent in at least ten days before
middle to take the chill off the morning
date of issue.
air. Misfortune had come to this family
Send money by Post-office Money Order.
only a day or two before, in the burning
Registered
Letter, or Bank Draft, to G.
Detwiler, Walnut and Summit,
Harrisburg, of one of their h u t s ; also some of their
grain, which, though it would not mean
Pa.
Canadian Currency is discounted
with us.
much for an American farmer, meant considerable for them. From here we returnhomeward by another way, stopping at
Harrisburg, Pa.. November 29, 1909. ed
several places, inviting them to the meeting, reaching home between nine and ten
Tracts.
o'clock for breakfast.
After breakfast we noticed the people
W h a t we Believe and W h y W e Believe
gathering for worship, and were waiting
It, per hundred, 20c.
in little companies under the trees, and in
An Interesting Conversation, per hunthe shade of the church. A t about I I
dred, 15c.
o'clock the signal was given, when the inPoints for Serious Consideration, per
quirers' class of about forty-five assembled,
hundred, 12c.
We Would See Jesus, per hundred, 15c.
to which we spoke through an interpreter,
Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is
Matshuba, one of the native teachers, after
at Hand, per hundred, 15c.
which Bro. Steigerwald spoke some in the
Death Eternal, per hundred, 12c.
native language. Following this there was
Scriptural Head Veiling, per hundred,
a praise and testimony service. Bro.
$1.25.
Steigerwald being the interpreter for our
Retribution, per hundred, 15c.
benefit. This to us was a precious part of
Prayer, per hundred, 15c.
the service, in a not long since, heathen
The W o r m T h a t Never Dies, per hunland. After these services closed there
dred, 15c.
was a recess, being followed by the regScripture Text Envelopes, per hundred,
ular preaching service, in which we again
20c.
spoke through our native interpreter, folMotto paper, per hundred sheets, 20c,
lowed by our brethren on the field who
postage prepaid.
have the native language pretty well at
Orders for the above tracts, paper and
envelopes should be addressed EVANGELICAL
command. At the close of the preaching
VISITOR, Harrisburg, Pa. Tracts are free
service, in which there were over one hunto mission workers.
,
dred present, there was again an intermisSend for circular of T H E SCOFIELD
sion given, after which the bell called t o REFERENCE BIBLE.
gether the Sunday-school. Bro. Matshuba
is the Superintendent, w h o opened the
OTJB B I B L E O F F E R
school by song and prayer, then calling the
classes by number, several of them going
W e are able to offer our subscribers a
out under the trees and t h e shade of the
good C O M B I N A T I O N B I B L E with the
old school-house (still standing and used
EVANGELICAL VISITOR at a small cost. F o r
$3.25 (INDEX FIFTY CENTS E X T R A ) we will
for their mule stable and wagon shed)
send the Bible prepaid to any address in
where they sat down, not on a beautiful
the United States or Canada, and the
lawn,
but on the dry sand, where they
EVANGELICAL VISITOR for one year. This
circled around their teachers and studied
offer holds good for renewals as well as
new subscribers.
their lesson from the fifteenth chapter of
A Very Full Concordance,
containing
John. T h e other classes remained in the
over 40,000 References; History and Sumchurch. A class was taught in English in
mary of the Books of the Bible;
Historical,
the ante-room for the benefit of those n o t
Chronological Tables; New Subject indexotherwise engaged, who could not speak
to the Bible; a Dictiona-y
of Scripture
proper Names, with their
Pronunciation
the native language. T h e number remainand meaning;
Tablets of Miracles, Paraing for the Sunday-school was fifty-six.
bles, etc.
T h e various services with the intermisThe binding is Extra French Seal, Divinity Circuit, Round Corners, Red under , sions continued until about 3.30.
After supper we called at Matshuba's
Gold Edges, Flexible Back, L E A T H E R
LINED.
kraal. Matshuba was the first boy who
came to the Mission when it was first startAddress EVANGELICAL VISITOR,
ed, and the first to give evidence of a deWalnut and Summit Sts., Harrisburg, P a .
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sire to become a Christian; also one of the
first to be baptized. H e is a very unassuming young man, rather inclined to
bashfulness or timidity; in whom there is
more than one would think for, and bears
the testimony of always being able for t h e
responsibilities that devolve upon him.
His home, with its four huts for their
different uses, are of his own designings
and make, and with their clean surroundings speak well for the civilizing influence
of the gospel; and is quite a contrast to
some of the native homes where the gospel
has not yet entered.
Bro. Doner, who came up from the Mapane Mission to take us along down, returned on Monday, Bro. Sheets going
with him, reaching home on Tuesday evening. O u r boxes of Mission goods not having come with us from Capetown, Bro.
Steigerwald and I started to Bulawayo
early Monday and were disappointed in
finding that they were not on hand yet, so
we returned home on Tuesday evening.
On Wednesday morning, I, with a native
guide, started for Bro. Doners on foot.
W e plodded along by winding ways and
native footpaths, up and down hill,
through little valleys and plains, over
rocks and little rivulets; here called rivers,
until about 4 o'clock we reached Mapane
Mission. Considering the fact that my
guide could not speak English, and I could
not speak the native language, you may
conclude the trip was somewhat lonely.
But the variation of scenery, with occasionally a wild animal, such as baboon (of
which I saw a number), monkeys, rock
rabbits, several deer, with beautiful flowers
and birds, and occasionally passing a native
by the way with the usual sagubona
(meaning good-day), all tended t o dispel
the lonely feeling. Of course my guide and
I would sometimes talk and motion and
get a little satisfaction o u t of it. Though
this trip was through the rough and wilds
of Africa, and a distance of from twentytwo to twenty-four miles I had all confidence in my guide because I knew he had
gone the way before, and thus walking
along t h e thought was suggested to my
mind, H o w blessed to have confidence in
our Spiritual Guide, who has prepared and
gone the way before H i s children; and we
need not be afraid.
Thus we completed the trip, and the
longest walk of my life, finding a hearty
welcome at the home of brother and sister
Doner. After a bath and supper, and a
little rest, my limbs felt somewhat sore,
but next morning I felt surprisingly well
over it. Since here we have put in several
days visiting among the kraals and several
schools. O n Saturday, Bro. Doner and T
started out on a trip of about fifteen miles,
Bro. Sheets not going with us. W e visited
eleven kraals. At four of these we had services. A t three I spoke and Bro. Doner
interpreted; at the other Bro. Doner and
two young native sisters who accompanied
us, spoke. Our congregations numbered
from a dozen to forty.
At one of these places we came to a part
of a marriage ceremony, which usually
lasts several days. As we entered the
kraal we saw t w o skinned goats lying on
some brush and a board, and the bride
with the maidens who accompanied her
were in a circle engaging in a dance, which
after a while was signalled to end by an old
woman coming up to the bride with a reed,
and hitting her slightly on the legs, after
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which she with her maidens entered the
hut, she keeping herself concealed all the
while we were there. Soon a maid came
out with a knife and a dish. She cut off
of each goat at different places four or five
bits of meat and took them into the hut
to be roasted and eaten by the bride. Then
a number of the young people gathered
around the one goat and a maiden cut into
the abdomen when they all grabbed for
the entrails to see who could first get a
piece and prove himself best man. The
contents of these went flying in the air
and landing on a number of them, and
then it even proved that they had (as it has
been said) an aversion to water. But I'll
forbear and not try to give you a full lifesize description of this part of the ceremony. T h e goats were to be eaten that
evening, and the next day was to be a
great day of dancing; and what seemed
most strange to us was that the young
man for whom the bride was taken was
away some miles at w o r k ; and I imagine
when he comes home he will be agreeably
surprised to learn that he has a wife.
Bro. Doner asked the head man of the
kraal to hold a short service who said,
after they were through with the former
parts of the ceremony pertaining to the
meat we could do so, and in due time
called his people together who were seated around us and we brake to them the
bread of life, and leave it under our
heavenly Father's care, who may yet have
mercy on this people, and water the seed
with the. dews of heaven to make it to bud
and be fruitful.
On Sunday Bro. Sheets spoke to the
inquirers' class of about forty-five of
whom a number expect to be baptised at
the love feast on the coming Sunday. This
service was held in the diningroom of the
old hut. At about the time to call the
congregation together for the preaching,
we were detained. Bro. Doner had sold
some grain to a man at the mines; and
by all accounts he must have lost his
calendar, forgetting that it was Sunday.
T h e grain having been stored in the school
and church building, we waited with the
services until they had their grain loaded,
which was hauled away with a team of
sixteen large oxen.
T h e congregation of one hundred and
forty was called together, to whom we
spoke from the last chapter of Luke, verses
46, 47, 48. Having been detained it was
too late to have the Sunday-school as
some of them had from eight to nine miles
home, among them several mothers carry- .
ing their babies on their backs and small
children walking along. Don't you think
that looks like hungering and thirsting for
the bread and water of life?
They all
come barefooted. It was somewhat of an
encouraging scene to see them coming in
the morning, as it was said of one in
Christ's time, sitting and clothed and in
his right mind. These were all young people; the old people are hard to reach and
don't care much t o come to church. Some
of these young Christians have had opposition and persecution to pass through and
are standing true. Yet with all this they
are only children and need much care and
instruction, which we believe they are
getting from those whose hearts are in the
work.
On Monday morning we started out
again, making a circuit of about twentytwo miles, taking two days to it, Bro.
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Sheets going with us, being also accompanied by a native boy, who carried our
victuals and bedding on his head. For the
night we stopped.at a large kraal, where
there are four baptized members, three
sisters and one brother; also several in
the inquirers' class. Here we were very
kindly received, and nothing was too much
for them to do to make us comfortable.
The head man soon ordered one of the
young men to go and bring us a nice piece
of fresh beef, having killed a young ox
that day. So we made preparations to
cook our supper, having a pot with us.
Soon they brought a little rice to cook
with our beef, and wood to make fire;
then cleaned off a nice spot, laying down
some nice dry grass for our bed. After
supper was over and waiting for our congregation we lay down on our bed for a
little rest and soon went off into a little
doze. When some of the people began to
gather we had them sing a few hymns until
about forty had gathered, both Bro. Sheets
and I spoke, of course through our interpreter, after which Bro. Doner spoke a
while and we closed our service. Some of
the young people lingered around the fire
and we got them to singing, which continued for about another hour. W h e n we
soon lay back on our pulpit, drew our
blankets' over us and had a good night's
rest under the clear and starry heavens.
During the day we visited a school
taught by one of the native teachers. T h e
school house was constructed of poles
plastered inside with mud and covered
with long grass. Some of the scholars sat
on the ground and some on a few poles
fixed up for the purpose. In one corner
of the school house Bro. Doner cooked our
dinner, being a pot of porridge which we
relished, eating it out of the pot.
On Tuesday morning we turned our
course homeward visiting another school.
Here there was only a rude structure
erected of poles, covered with grass, and
tall grass set up around three sides for
the wall, the other side being open. All
were seated on the ground except the
teacher who sat on a little store box. Although the old people cannot read, some of
them are very anxious to have their children go to school. .
I must not forget to tell you of another
place we came to, where they were busy
cooking beer, where we also had a service,
after which Bro. Doner asked them to
bring us something to eat; so one went
and brought a dish with some cooked corn
and beans and set it down before us. So
we concluded to brace up our appetite a
little and taste it at least, which our finer
appetite very strongly repulsed.
So the
writer excused himself and preferred to
go over to the fire and examine the earthen pots in which the beer was being cooked. This is the busy season for this part
of their work, as they are getting ready
for their garden diggings which must
usually have plenty of beer. With these
days' experiences we have seen a little of
native life, and filth, and nudeness, and also
had a little taste of missionary life in
Africa, of which Bro. Doner had his foregone conclusions and plans to give us a
pretty good initiation.
I fear this letter (though cut short) will
be too lengthy for our editor.
W e are
keeping well; have not been to Bro. Frey's
yet, and may not until after we get back
from Macha. W e expect to see them here.

13
at the feast over Sunday. May we continue to be shielded by the prayers of the
readers of the VISITOR.

Yours and His,
JACOB N. ENGLE AND J N O . M.

SHEETS.

REPORTS OF FUNDS.
Foreign Mission Funds.
Report for September and October, 1909.
GENERAL F U N D .

Receipts.
Antrim, Pa., S. S., $8.55; a brother and
sister, Kans., $30; D. H . Kreider, 111., $5;
Carland Mission S. S., $22; Rosebank,
Kans., S. S., (special for Isaac O. Lehman)
$17.57; Newbern, Kans., S. S., $45.65;
Sedgwick, Kans., love feast offering, $21.45.
RESCUE

HOME

AND GIRLS'

SCHOOL

FUND.

Receipts.
A brother and sister, Kans., $10.
Disbursements.
GENERAL

FUND.

Amos L. Musser, India, $243.87.
SPECIAL.

Isaac O. Lehman, Africa, $17.57.
P. M.

Stevensville,

CLIMENHAGA,

Ont.

Treasurer.

Chicago Mission.
Report for month ending. November
1909.

15,

DONATIONS.

Balance on hand,
$25.14.
Y. P . M., $2.40; Sr. Wenger, Pa., $2;
J. Herr, Abilene. Kans., $5. Total, $34.54.
EXPENDITURES.

Groceries, $9.50'; expressing, $ 3 ; gas for
lightning, $3.92. Total, $16.42.
From the saints of Shannon, 111., 69 qts.
fruit and pickles, one-half bu. beets, one
bu. potatoes, butter, eggs, soap; Bro. J.
Garwick, Morrison, 111., three boxes cabbage, 50 lbs. cornmeal; S. Troup, Ind., 2 bu.
pears; In His Name, 3 bu. potatoes, two
bbls. apples; In His Name, Manheim, Pa.,
one box dried fruit and clothing.
In Him,
SARAH BERT.

R e p o r t of M o n e y R e c e i v e d for H e a t i n g
P l a n t for t h e Chicago Mission.
DONATIONS.

In His Name, $35; Fannie Barnes, $50;
J. K. Forney, Abilene, Kans., $5; Anna
Bert, $30; In His Name, $5; District,
Franklin Corners, 111., $15;
William
Kreider, 111., $25; In His Name, $30; In
His Name, $10; Robert Shirk, $5; David
Kreider, $5; Asa Kreider, $5; S. S. class,
$2; David Shirk, Great Bend, Kans., $25;
Daniel Bowers, Polo, 111., $5; S. Solenbarger, Polo, 111., $15; Henry Brubaker,
Plain, 111., $5; Romona district, Kans.,
$48.50; Henry Trump, Polo, 111., $20; Anna
Byer, Hamlin, Kans., $5; Abilene District,
Kans., $220.75: Bethel district, Kans.,
$85; Belle Springs, Kans., $70; Zion
district, Kans., $50; Newbern district,
Kans., $14; Bro. Gnagy, Iowa, $10; Elizabeth Gnagy, Iowa, $5; tithing money, $30.
Total,
$830 35
Cost of steam
told,
Balance,

heating

plant

all
603 94
$226 41

The balance will be applied on the indebtedness of the Mission property. W e
thang God, our Father, for the possibilities
which are in Him, not only so, but H e
really delights to make manifest and to
bring to pass those things which to the
natural mind are impossible. Bless His
name!
This H e will do if we walk humbly before
Him seeking to know His will for us, H e
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will lead us into the depths of His precious
promises where we receive a holy confidence that whatsoever we ask in His name
it shall be done unto us. (Jno. 14:13, 14.)
As we were brought face to face with the
needs of the coming Winter we felt that
we were not able to meet it. We have the
aged, the sick and feeble come and go.
With the supply of stoves on hand it
would be impossible to supply needed comforts. A day was set apart; unitedly the
workers came before God to ask and receive counsel of Him. Ask counsel we
pray thee of God that we may know
whether our way which we go shall be
prosperous. (Jud. 18:5.) In this united
prayer God made known His will to each
worker with a confidence that He will
bring it to pass. We thanked Father for
hearing us and then committed it to Him.
A few weeks later a letter was received
saying the Holy Spirit has led me to give
a certain amount for a furnace to heat the
Mission building. We felt this was the
opening of the door, the Lord was beginning to work.
We then wrote and told the committee
brethren how the Lord is leading. They
answered by saying, "The Lord is able."
We praise God for those who will stand
shoulder to shoulder in the faith and rewards of the saints.
In less than ten
weeks from the day we asked counsel of
God the steam heating plant was in, giving perfect satisfaction through the entire
building, the price met with a balance of
more than two hundred dollars.
Again we see what the Lord will do for
those who step out by faith upon His
promise after we have asked counsel of
Him and He has made known His will.
To-day our hearts exclaim with Psalms
135:1-6. We realize that the Lord demands of us not only praises for this which
He has done, but faithfulness in a humble
walk before Him. We had purposed to
set apart one day for thanksgiving, unto
the Board for that which He has done for
this place. Being so near to Thanksgiving
it has been decided to have it on that day.
Will be glad to have others meet with us
and together we will magnify the Lord.
We thank all saints for their help in the
great work of the Lord. He knoweth how
to reward.
In Him,
SARAH BERT AND WORKERS.
BETTER THAN THE SCAFFOLDING.—Across

the street there is a large building in the
course of construction. Against the wall
is extensive scaffolding, which the workmen use in the process of erecting the
building. But when that building is completed the scaffolding will all be removed,
and the building will stand alone in its
completeness and beauty. The scaffolding
is only of use in the construction of the
building. When the structure is complete,
the building stands alone. God used Moses
and Elijah, the law and the prophets, to
prepare for the coming of the Christ. They
were necessary factors, and important ones,
in the plan of the world's salvation. But
when the Christ has come, and the kingdom is ushered in in its completeness,
Moses and Elijah are taken away, and the
perfect Savior stands alone. They are the
scaffolding, the preparation. Christ is the
building, the Abiding One.—Selected.
A LIGHT THAT NEED NOT PAIL.—Among

the stations in the Canadian lighthouse service is one upon Island Damien, where the
force consisted of four people, the keeper,
his wife, and two assistants. One day the
three men went on the ice. They never
returned. Before the woman's eyes they
were swept down by the breaking ice-floes.
Months after, when the supply-ship reached the island with its supplies for four, it
was met by the woman. "How did you get
through the Winter?" the skipper asked.
They are used to heroism in the service,
but the thought of those terrible months
caught at the brave woman's heart as she
replied, "I don't know. I only know that
I have kept the light burning." God grant
that when our relief comes, we may, each
one, be able to say, "I have kept the light
burning," even though at times it has
seemed impossible.—Montreal Weekly Witness.
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Abiding in Christ.
O n e afternoon in an inland city in
China, feeling almost in spiritual
despair, I was reading my Greek
Testament, and in the sixth chapter of
St. John's Gospel, reading in course,
I came across a verse that struck me
as it h a d never done before. I was
reading from the fifty-second verse
o n w a r d ; and if you will j u s t t u r n t o
that passage, perhaps the train of
thought which was such a help to me
may help someone else here. In the
fifty-sixth v e r s e : " H e that eateth my
flesh, and drinketh my blood, abideth
in me and I in him." I read the verse
in the authorized version, "dwelleth in
me, and I in him," a hundred times,
and never connected it in mind with
the fifteenth chapter, where t h e word
happens to be rendered in that version, "abide in m e . " But, of course,
reading it in the original, my mind
was carried on by the verb from the
sixth to the fifteenth chapter, and I
saw at once—why, here is a little light
on this great and difficult problem! I
have evidently been making a mistake
about the subject of "abiding in
Christ."
I had thought that abiding in Christ
meant keeping our hearts so fixed u p on Christ, so constantly meditating
upon H i m a n d dwelling in H i m , that
we never lost the consciousness of H i s
presence. I t h o u g h t we were continually, so to speak, to realize H i s presence, and continually to look to H i m
for blessing and help and guidance.
Now, what I t h o u g h t was abiding I
have since seen was feeding upon
Christ. Feeding is a voluntary act.
W e go to t h e table, and sit down, and
partake of what is there. T h a t is a
voluntary act. But the m a n w h o wanted to feed all the day, and wanted to
feed all the night too, wouldn't be a
desirable member of any community.
T h a t was what I was trying to do, and
because I couldn't m a n a g e it, I would
get into a sort of religious dyspepsia.
I had a little hospital and dispensary work that kept me busy. Perhaps a m a n would be b r o u g h t into t h e
place with an artery cut, a n d in imminent danger—within half an h o u r
the question whether he would live or
die would be settled, and one's whole
attention would be wrapped up in the
patient, and one wouldn't think of a
t h i n g else until the result w a s k n o w n ;
and then t h e thought would steal over
me, " W h y , for two hours I haven't
thought about J e s u s ; " and I would go
off into m y closet almost in despair,
and confess this sin. I was in very
great distress, indeed. I wanted t o be
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feeding at t h e table all the time. N o w ,
if a man h a s two or three square
meals every day, and perhaps a lunch
or two between, he ought be able to
g o to work.
Abiding in Jesus isn't fixing our attention on Christ, but it is being one
with H i m . A n d it doesn't make any
difference w h a t we are doing, or
whether we are asleep or awake. A
man is abiding just as m u c h when he
is sleeping for Jesus as when h e is
awake and working for Jesus. O, it
is a very sweet thing to have one's
mind just resting t h e r e ! About ten
years ago the L o r d gave me a very
great blessing. I had a little girlie,
who h a d a crib by m y bedside, and
about six o'clock in the m o r n i n g h e r
nurse came tapping a t t h e door t o
give this little one her bath. A n d we
missionaries, who are so much separated from our children, do so delight
when we a r e with t h e m ! I t is such a
t r e a t ! I t is an ordinary enjoyment
to most of y o u ; but it is a very great
treat to us, I can tell you. I saw my
little girlie asleep, and I gave her a
little kiss. She woke up, and p u t her
arms around my n e c k ; and as she
looked u p to me, I j u s t looked u p to
God, a n d said: " O Lord, wake m e
up morning by morning with a kiss
of love. L e t that kiss be the first
thing every morning."
T h a t was
fully ten years ago, and H e hasn't
forgotten it since. I t is a wonderful
"God-morning." I a m so glad that
my love for my little girl just led me
to make that prayer in that w a y . — / .
Hudson
Taylor.

H A R M F U L N F S S O F SAVORLESS S A L T .

— T h e city of Hutchinson, Kansas,
is the center of the salt industry of the
country. Years ago when the facilities for curing and preserving the salt
were not w h a t they are now, a great
quantity was exposed t o t h e weather,
to the wind and t h e rain, the frost and
the heat, and was consequently rendered useless. It "lost its savor." I t
was used by the city authorities for
road-making, and a fine avenue was
covered a foot deep in the "savorless"
salt, and for months it was trodden
under foot of men and beasts. Robbed of its proper preservative properties, however, it also failed as a
roadbed, and soon that highway was
one of the worst in the town. N o r
was this all. T h e salt thrown upon
the road so saturated t h e soil that the
fine trees which graced each side of
the street suddenly dropped
their
foliage and died, and there to-day we
have a treeless avenue and a bad road.
A character stripped of its helpful in-
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fluence becomes not merely negative
as to good but positive as to evil.—
Selected.
Superficial Revivals.
T h e large degree of light now enjoyed by people in Christian lands
through the religious training received from the Sabbath-school,
home
and church account for much of the
absence of violent physical emotion in
the soul's great crisis. A knowledge
of the truth gradually received has
prepared the way for an
instantaneous
conversion without the striking physical phenomena formerly seen among
people of less opportunity and light.
However the real work of the Holy
Spirit in killing the love of sin in the
heart is as thorough in one as the
other. T h e silent, quiet forces are
often the most powerful, but in either
case the death to sin in purpose and
desire is complete and is only inwrought by the mighty work of the
Spirit within the heart. W e have felt
for a long time that there was a drift
in evangelistic services away from the
deep, radical results so often witnessed a half century ago. W e do not
believe that it is all due to environment. There is so much hop and skip
and superficialness in present-day
methods that the evil within seems in
many instances to be hardly touched.
The repentance is not thorough and
radical.
T h a t eminent evangelist, Chas. G.
Finney, writing on this subject, says:
" N E E D OP H E A R T

PROBING."

Christians are much less spiritual in
revivals, much less prevalent in prayer,"not so deeply humbled and quickened and thoroughly baptized with
the Holy Ghost as they were formerly. There is much less probing of the
heart by a deep and thorough exhibition of human depravity, than was
formerly the case. It has been of late
a common remark that for the last
few years there has been little or no
opposition made by impenitent sinners
to revivals. Now it is not because
the carnal mind is- not still enmity
against God, but I greatly fear it is
for the want of thoroughly turning
up to the light of the deep foundations of this enmity in their hearts.
T h e unutterable depravity of the human heart has not, I fear, been laid
open to the very bottom as it formerly was.
DEPRAVITY L A I D B A R E .

F r o m my own experience and observation, as well as from the W o r d
of God, I am fully, convinced that the
character of revivals depends very
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much upon the stress that is laid upon
the depravity of the heart. Its pride,
enmity, windings, deceitfulness and
everything else that is hateful to God,
should be exposed in the light of H i s
perfect law. I fear that stress enough
is not laid upon the horrible guilt of
this depravity. Pains enough is 'not
taken, by a series of pointed and cutting discourses, to show the sinner the
utter inexcusableness, the unutterable
wickedness and guilt, of his base
heart.
N o revival can be thorough until
sinners and backsliders are so searched and humbled, that they cannot hold
up their heads.
T H E HOLY SPIRIT'S WORK.

I have thought that stress enough
has not been laid upon the necessity
of Divine influence upon the hearts of
Christians and of sinners. This has
grieved the Spirit of God. H i s work
not being honored by being made sufficiently prominent, and not being
able to get the glory to Himself of
His own work, H e has withheld His
influences.
It were strange indeed if one could
lead a Christian life upon the foundation of an experience in which the
Holy Ghost was not recognized as
having anything to do.—Selected.
The Power of Prayer.
T o w a r d s the close of the 18th century a careless young man, William
Stephens by name, enlisted as a soldier. After a time he was ordered
off to Africa to engage in the war at
that time. While in Africa he had
the following
strange
experience:
One afternoon while going through
a forest he got separated from his
companions, and after all his efforts
to find them, he failed.
As night
came on he began to get very tired
and hungry. H e still toiled on hoping to reach the camp before the wild
beasts began to hunt for their prey.
H e came to a cave in which he laid
down to rest. H e did not sleep peacefully in his strange bedroom, for as
he afterwards found, he was sleeping in a lion's den. After a while the
lion came home. H e quickly decided
what to do. H e pretended to be
asleep. T h e lion having ate a heavy
supper lay down beside William, taking care to put his paw on his breast.
Stephens, who had never prayed before in his life, cried out to God to
deliver him from the lion's jaws.
God heard and answered his prayer.
William promised God that he would
become a Christian and return to his
native country and preach the Gospel.
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At last the lion appeared to be sleeping soundly. H e was very careful
not to wake the lion. H e managed
to creep out of the cave, without making any noise. T h e lion was very
much disappointed to find his breakfast gone. Stephen never
forgot
what he promised to do. H e returned
home as quick as he possibly could,
and at a village prayer-meeting gave
his heart to God. T h e good people
were anxious to tell about the Saviour and H i s love, how H e was falsely accused, spat upon, ridiculed,
crowned with thorns, mocked, and
nailed to the cross between two
thieves. They told him how he
prayed for his murderers, and at last
cried, " I t is finished." They told how
he was under the paw of the roaring
lion of hell, a more terrible monster
than that in the cave, but Christ had
come to destroy the works of the
devil, and would deliver him if he
trusted in Him. T h e Lord told W i l liam, " T o go in peace. T h y sins are
forgiven thee." H e became a valiant
soldier of the cross, until he went
home to receive his reward.—Selected.
As to the Professional Revivalist.
While we are about it, we may as
well get something else out of our
minds. W e frankly own up to a p r e j udice against the professional revivalist. H e may do some good, but so
far as we are personally concerned
he makes us more or less hot nearly
eyery time we listen to him.
T h e methods of the professional
revivalists are about the same. Their
long holt seems to be to scatter abuse
around promiscuously, not forgetting
to j u m p onto the resident minister
and church members. J u s t why the
ministers and good church people
stand for it and pay for the privilege
of being abused we never could understand.
These professional revivalists are
generally dogmatic in their statements. They assert with great positiveness what the L o r d thinks and
what H e doesn't think.
T h e professional revivalist generally has a stock of stories, told as if
they were his personal experience,
calculated to appeal to the emotion of
his hearers. If the truth were known
we apprehend that most of the stories
would be found to be borrowed and
used for effect.
T h e revivalist has
either read them or heard them, or
possibly invented them. Of course a
story is more effective if told as the
personal experience of the speaker,
but of all men the man who poses as
a religious teacher ought t o be care-
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ful t o stick t o t h e t r u t h a n d w h e n a
p r e a c h e r tells of a t o u c h i n g i n c i d e n t
t h a t c a m e u n d e r his p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n , w h i c h , a s a m a t t e r of fact, n e v e r
did come u n d e r his personal observation, or personal knowledge, he deserves m o r e condemnation than just
a n o r d i n a r y liar.
I t is n o t f a i r t o c o n d e m n all r e v i v alists.
S o m e of t h e m a r e n o d o u b t
entirely sincere and actuated by a
noble desire to m a k e the world better,
but there are some w h o are simply
religious fakers.
T h e r e a r e others w h o a r e so moved
by the desire to create a sensation,
t o g e t r e s u l t s , so a n x i o u s t o g e t t h e
people w h o g o t o h e a r t h e m excited,
that they resort to methods that disg u s t a lot of g o o d p e o p l e .
Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
a n d to-day, and forever.
" B e not carried away with diverse
and strange dostrines." ( H e b . 13:8,
9 ) . — S e l e c t e d by J. B.
Caskey.
T h e V a l u e of Little T h i n g s .

to sit by the fireside and watch the teakettle lid as it was uplifted by the force of
steam, yet from it he received an impression which resulted in his giving to the
world his great gift of the steam engine.
There is a grave importance as well as a
pleasant charm in the doing of little things.
There is awe as well as excitement in it,
when rightly viewed. The possibilities that
lie in little things of noble work may rise
to heights of beautiful virtue and make the
crisis one of hope as well as one of joy.
A man would wonder at the mighty
things which have been done by doing a
little at a time. Our course is to grow to
greatness by degrees. Prom splitting rails
to a presidential chair is a long distance,
but Abraham Lincoln traveled that distance, became President of the United
States and left behind him a name and reputation that will never die. The heavens
do not send down their rain in floods but
by drops and dewy distillations. The ant
builds its heap little by little and particle
by particle. The artist does not paint a
picture in a single day, but by the patient
perseverance of many days. A friend of
Michael Angelo's watched the great artist
at his work upon a statue which was
nearly finished. Sometime afterward he
went again and found the sculptor still at
work upon the same statue. T h e friend
exclaimed, "You have been idle since I
was here last."

Life is made up of little things. It is
very seldom an occasion is offered for
"By no means," replied Angelo. "I have
doing a great deal at once. W e aspire to
softened this feature and brought out that
do great things because of the honor and
muscle. I have given more expression-to
glory in doing them. These are not ours
the lip and more energy to the eye."
to do. They are so far off we cannot reach
"Well," said the friend, "but these are
them. W e must do the things within the
trifles."
range of our means and the exercise of
ordinary qualities. The common life of
"It may be so," responded Angelo, "but
every day, with its cares, necessities and
trifles make perfection and perfection is no
duties, affords ample opportunity for actrifle."
quiring experience of the best kind. T h e
Without mounting by degrees a man
great highroad of human welfare lies along
cannot attain to high things.
the old highway of steadfast well-doing in
little things. In all the affairs of human . "Heaven is not reached at a single bound,
But we build the ladder from which we
life, the courtesies of a small and trivial
rise
character are the ones which strike deepest
Prom the lowly earth to the vaulted
to the grateful and appreciating heart. H e
skies,
who in feeble childhood resists small tempAnd we mount to its summit round by
tations and makes small sacrifices is very
round."
apt in strong manhood to conquer great
difficulties. A man does not become rich
T h e little troubles and worries of life,
at once but by carefully saving the pennies.
so
many of which we meet, may be stepSomething laid up each year will in time
ping stones to a noble character or smooth
make a stock, great. H e that has the pathe way to a fortune. A word is a little
tience to attend to small profits, may quickthing, but in them are boundless stores of
ly grow and thrive and purchase, for they
moral and historic truths from which lesare easier to accomplish and come thicker.
sons of infinite worth may be derived. H e
A man is neither good nor wise at once,
that from everything collects somewhat
yet slowly creeping up these hills he will
shall in time get a treasury of wisdom.
every day better his prospects till at last
"Little moments make an hour
he gains the top. Men become great and
Little thoughts, a book;
good just as they understand how to make
Little seeds, a tree or flower,
use of their time. T h e minutes we waste
may be the very minutes that would have
Water drops, a brook;
insured our success. Show me a man who
Little deeds of faith and love
has attained to eminence or excellence;
Make a home for you above."
who has benefited the world by his wisdom,
The tongue is a little thing, but it can
or his country by his patriotism and you
fill the universe with trouble or joy. A
show me a man who has made the best use
single word has been many a man's destiof every minute. Sir William Jones, the
ny for good or for evil.
famous Oriental scholar, used his minutes
to such good purpose and wasted so few,
"Words, words, they are little, yet mighty
that before he was twenty years of age he
and brave.
had acquired a complete acquaintance with
They rescue a nation, an empire save,
Latin, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese and
They fill up the wounds of a fresh bleeding
had also made considerable progress in
heart,
Arabic and Persian.
That sickness and sorrow have severed
It was only a little thing for Isaac W a t t
apart.
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They light up the path like the rays of the
sun,
That sorrow and death lay so heavily upon,
They lighten the sod o'er the blessed dead,
A word that will comfort, oh, leave not
unsaid."—Minnie Brower.
Selected
by Sr.
Vandervere.
FINDING T H E I R M O U N T A I N

TOP.—It

is

not always possible for us to find the secret
place for prayer, as the Master did on this
occasion, but if from our hearts the world
is shut out when we pray, God's blessing
will be given to us. T h e Wellington
(Kansas) News tells the story of a mother
and five children who found 'their "mountain top" on a Santa Fe passenger train.
They were on their way to a new home,
which their father had gone to prepare.
The children were well behaved, but at
bedtime they grew restless. There was a
consultation. Then, "quietly,
modestly,
without ostentation,
the mother and
children knelt together at the long seat, the
baby bowing his head- with the rest, and
rubbing with chubby hands his eyes that
would hardly stay open, while the evening
prayers were said. Just for a moment, and
then they arose. Soon all but the mother
were asleep. T h e moistened eyes and
quivering lips of the other passengers paid
a silent but mighty tribute to the greatest
civilizing agent of all ages, the Christian
religion."—Selected.

OBITUARIES.
SHANK.—Bro. Jacob D. Shank, of
Elizabethtown, Pa., died of cancer November 9, 1909, aged 61 years, 8 months and
7 days. H e was a faithful member of the
Brethren in Christ church for a number of
years. H e is survived by his wife, five
daughters, two sons, twenty-three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, also
two brothers and one sister. Funeral services were held at the Church of the
Brethren conducted by Bishop Aaron Martin and Bro. J. N. Martin. Text, Phil.
1:2i-23.
JACKSON.—Josiah Jackson, aged._ j&
years, 7 months and 17 days, departed this
life on November 14, 1909, at Ridgeway,
Welland county, Ontario, where he lived
nearly all his life. H e was an honest, respectable citizen and a shoemaker by t r a d e ;
was married to his third wife, who now
survives him, as well as one son and one
daughter by his first wife. Funeral on
Tuesday afternoon. Obsequies improved
by A. Bearss, from Job 16:22, in the Free
Methodist chapel in town. Subject, "The
Unavoidable
Journey."
Interment
in
Ridgeway cemetery.
B E C H T E L — Sarah Neater Bechtel was
born in Blair county, Pa., October 23, 1821,
and died November 13, 1909, aged 88 years
and 21 days. She was married to Daniel
Bechtel on June 10, 1841. Nine children
were born to this union, Mary
Ann,
Samuel, Henry. Jerome, Caroline, John,
Sarah, Amanda and David. The father
preceded her to the beyond about nine
years a g o ; also five of the children, leaving
four children, twenty-seven grand children,
and eighteen great-grandchildren, and an
only brother -to mourn her departure.
Thev emigrated from Ohio to Indiana in
1854". locating on the farm where she died.
She was converted in the early part of her
life and united with the Brethren in Christ
church and remained a faithful member till
death. Funeral service was held at the
Mennonite M. H., being conducted by.
Elder J. A. Stump, assisted by Rev. A. A.
Knepper, of the Evangelical Association.
Text, Job 14:14. Interment in the chapel
cemetery.

